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Tue NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The 23rd annual meeting of this Association is to 
be held this year at Buxton under the Presidency 
of Mr. Robert Trigger. The proceedings commence 
on Tuesday, July 25th, and will occupy two full 
days if justice is done to the important subjects 
chosen for discussion—* Abortion in Domestic Ani- 
mals,” ‘Sero-therapy as applied to Domestic 
Animals,” ‘Scab, and external Ovine Parasites,” 
“Veterinary Education, Ante and Post-graduate.” 
Never in the history of the Association have we 
had a more important or interesting programme. 
Papers are to be written, or the discussion thereon 
opened, by some of our most prominent members— 
including Professors Dewar, Mettam, Stockman, 
M’Fadyean, Williams, and Messrs. Hickes, Garnett, 
and Henry Gray. 

Itshould be noted that the meeting is fixed rather 
earlier in the year than usual—the last week in 
July. This was necessitated by the occurrence at 
other dates of functions which a number of members 
were bound to attend. 

Buxton is easily accessible from all parts of the 
Kingdom by rail. Hotel accomodation is good, 
and there are numerous first-class boarding houses 
for those who would prefer that kind of family 
residence. The town and surrounding district offer 
great facilities for anyone desiring to make a pro- 
longed stay in the beautiful and grand scenery of 
Derbyshire. 

On the Thursday immediately following the 
meeting the members will be invited to an excur- 
sion and entertainment by the Midland Veterinary 

lety. 

We are desired by the Secretary to say that 
Papers will have to be in the printers hands nearly 
‘month earlier than usual, and that he will be glad 
lo receive manuscripts not later than the middle of 

une. Practitioners resident in the Midlands who 
are not members of the Association should com- 
municate with the Treasurer, Mr. F. Wragg, 

ROV.S,, who wili take the necessary steps for 
heir enrolment. The annual subscription is only 

f-a-guinea. 


THe Spectan MEretinc or CounciL. 


We publish the proceedings but are afraid to 
‘omment on them. They should be read as an 
ject lesson, and a mental note made for action 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


LYMPHANGIOMATA Horsr’s 


PLEURA. 


This condition appears to have received hardly 
any notice by veterinary writers. 

The following case occurred in a mare slaughtered 
at twenty years old. 

The lesions were numerous nodules disseminated 
over the costal pleura, and cardiac diaphragmatic 
and pulmonary, pleura. There was a pleural tumour. 

The neoplasms were of a resistant tissue, clear 
yellow with no degeneration or hemorrhage on the 
surface, the larger ones had vesicles round them. 
Most of the growths were defined at the base. The 
thoracic, mediastinal and bronchial lymphatic glands 
and other organs were normal. Sections of the 
growths showed the cells to be flat endothelium, 
with lymph cells and serum in the small growths, 
the larger ones differed only by the formation of 
bands of stroma and the inclusion of pleural epi- 
thelium. 

The absence of tumours in the lymphatic glands 
and the absence of alteration in the neighbouring 
organs showed the lymphangiomata to be benign, 
and they seem to have arisen from the endothelium 
of the lymphatic vessels.—Rev. Gen. de Méd. Vét. 


DIFFUSED OVER A 


AcTION OF METALLIC COLLOIDS AND OxyYDISING 
FERMENTS ON INFECTIVE DISEASES. 


Robin and Bardet consider this form of oxydisa- 
tion very valuable in diseases due to the toxic action 
of bacteria. 

They use natural or artificial yeast, and find that 
solutions of metallic colloids have a similar action. 
—Rev. Gen. de Méd. Vét. 

The translator ventures to add the following 
clinical notes on the use of yeast. An old country 
farrier had a great reputation for success with red- 
water and his treatment was a quart of barm with 
many mysterious rites and a few simple placebos, 
but following his footstep the barm had to be given 
in spite of its apparent contra-indication, and it was 
surprising to notice that benefit followed its use, so 
that in the more benighted parts of the district it 
was adopted as routine treatment and frequently 
used with benefit in other cases. 

Some three years ago I was suffering from a 
bilious form of malaria combined with dysentery, 
and struggling to get through my work in spite of it 
when one noonday, being almost in a collapse from 
thirst, I sent for “brandy sharab.” After a pro- 
longed and unnecessary absence such as the Indian 


€N some of the speakers appeal for re-election. 


servant loves to indulge in, he returned with a “beer 
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sharab” know in college days as a bottle of Bass, 
and a smile. 

Hunger, it is said, knows no laws, and I know 
that thirst does not. 

For a moment I hesitated whether to smite him 
over the head with it as an ordinary idiot or to 
drink it and die or live. I chose the latter and more 
noble course, and much to my astonishment virtue 
was rewarded, dysentery and bilious colic were both 
relieved in a few hours, and instead of being driven 
in the evening to the hospital as a preliminary to 
a trip to the cemetery, I went to the wine mer- 
chants and bought what my temperance training 
had always taught me to look upon as poison, a case 
of bottled beer, which I prescribed for myself, 
oz. xx bid. and in a week my three months’ 
malady was gone. 

If yeast was contra-indicated for a tympanitic 
cow, certainly to drink beer for bilious fever and 
dysentery seemed the act of a madman, yet fiat 
experimentem in corpore vilt. F. E. P 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. * 


Immediately following the quarterly meeting, a 
special meeting of Council was held, Mr. J. A. W. 

ollar (President) occupying the chair. The following 
members were present: Colonels Duck and Thomson, 
Professors Dewar, Mel. McCall, Mettam, Penberthy, 
Shave, Williams, Messrs. Abson, Barrett, Carter. Fraser, 
Garnett, Hunter, Lawson, Locke, McKinna, Mason, 
Mulvey, Simpson, Villar and Wragg; Mr. Thatcher 
(solicitor), Mr. A. W. Hill (secretary). 


Motion By Mr. SIMpson. 


Mr. Stmpson moved the following alteration of bye- 
law 3, of which he had given due notice : 

“That a special blank voting paper shall be sent out 
to members out of the United Kingdom four months 
— to the election, containing a full list of Mem- 

rs of Council, with their attendances, and giving 
the names of retiring members in red ink, and a 
list of any candidates nominated at that date.” 

In doing so, he said: After the very long day’s busi- 
ness we have had, I feel that it is unnecessary for me to 
make a long speech in support of the proposition which 
stands inmyname. The subject is well known to every 
member of Council, and the desirability and necessity 
for an alteration being made in _ bye-law 3 in order that 
the members of our profession who reside abroad should 
have equal opportunities with those who reside in the 
United Kingdom is recognised by all. Beyond that I do 
not think I need say more. You will remember that 
when I gave notice of this motion I moved that a Com- 
mittee should be appointed to consider the matter, it 
was thought by the Seana that it wonld be better tu 
refer it, I think it was, to the Examination Committee; 
it was so referred, and they unanimously recommend- 
ed to the Council that an alteration should take place. 
So that although this motion stands in my name it really 
comes as a recommendation from a Committee. I beg 
to move the resolution. 

Col THomson : I have much pleasure in seconding 
it. You will remember, perhaps, that on previous occas- 


* The copyright of this report is registered. 


ions I have mentioned the difficulty experienced by 
members of our profession in the Army in regard to the 
elections owing to their not receiving their voting 
papers in proper time, or not receiving them at all. 
he resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 


Motion sy Pror. WILLIAMS. 


Prof. Witt1ams moved the following alteration of 
bye-law 59, of which he had given due notice : 

“That bye-law 59 shall now read :—‘ There shall not 

be more than two examinations held during the 
ear, viz:—in England and Ireland in July and 
ecember, and in Scotland in May and December, 
et seg.” 

In doing so, he said: The reason | bring this proposi- 
tion forward is that for a number of years the Council 
has seemingly been acting illegally. They have held 
examinations in Ireland though they have no bye-law 
really including Ireland. Of course they are covered in 
that respect by the Charter of the Irish Veterinary 
College. 

Mr. THATCHER: And also by the Act of Parliament. 

Prof. WitttaMs: Yes. What I wish to urge, sir, in 


_|suggesting this alteration of bye-law is that it will be 


made possible for students in the Liverpool and Glas- 
gow Colleges to be examined on an equality with those 
in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh. it seems an 
extremely unfair thing that students should have to e 
to a very considerable expense from two of the schools 
and not from the other three. It cost, I should say, my 
students last Christmas over £100 for their travelling 
and other expenses. If the Council are agreeable to give 
an examination in Liverpool and Glasgow, I can say 
this for Liverpool, that we will provide everything for 
the examination free of cost. I think we have every 
facility there. Some of the members of Council who 
have seen Liverpool University and the various places 
in connection with it will quite easily understand that 
our facilities are as good as they are in any other instr 
tution. I beg to move this alteration, sir. ' 

Mr. McKinna: I have much pleasure in seconding 
it. I quite agree with what has been said by Professor 
Williams. 

Mr. Srmpson : I do not know whether it would be 
permissible for Prof. Williams to alter the terms of his 
resolution slightly so that it would not in any way alter 
the sense of it. The motion refers to there being not 
more than two examinations held during the year. It 
then goes on to deal with two examinations in the year 
in England, and two examinations in Scotland. I do 
not know whether the word I suggest would meet the 
views of Prof. Williams—that there shall not be more 
than two series of examinations. [treads very awkwardly 
at present. 
rof. PENBERTHY : What is the difference between an 
examination and a series of examinations! It has 
always been taken to apply to a series of examinations, 
that is to say .\, B,C, and D. : 

Mr. Stimpson: That is not my point. This —* 
two examinations, and then it refers to two differest 
periods, one in England and Ireland, and the other . 
Scotland. I understand peefectly well what 1t mean 
but it does not read very nicely. 

PeNBERTHY : The necessity has 
vefore. 
Mr. Barretr: May I say in regard to this pi 
that it seems to me absolutely immaterial whether a 
ss this resolution or not. First_of all it seems “ 
it is extremely ungrammatical, and if [ may say h. tall. 
great respect to Prof. Williams, it is not Englis in 
Let us see what it means. It says “ Alteration 0 i 
law 59:—‘ That bye-law 59 shall now read— There aa 
not be more than two examinations,’ I ask the | 
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then it goes on to say when and how they shall be held 
—‘tin England and Ireland in July and December ’— 
those are two separate and distinct examinations, and 
then it goes on to say ‘and in Scotland in May and 
December.’” Therefore there is provision in the ex- 

Janatory note for three examinations, whereas Prof. 
Williams says there shall not be more than two. If | 
may say so, With the utmost respect, the whole thing is 
so utterly wrong that I think we ought to hesitate very 
much to pass it. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: Will you point out where the 
English is not good 

Mr. Barrerr: [ have. If you have not listened | 
cannot help it. He says there shall not be more than 
two examinations, but there is provision for three. | 
think it is a pity that we should pass a bye-law of this 
character. 

Prof. Merram: You have already passed it, because 
bye-law 59 says the same thing. 

Mr. Barrett: I quite agree, but two wrongs do not 
wake aright. May [ point out further that, assuming 
we pass this bye-law, it will not in the least further 
Prof Williams’ object. The examinations are governed 
by bye-law 59, but three months ago this resolution was 
passed by this Council—“* That in future a written 
examination shall be held in each city in which there is 
an affiliated school, but that the oral and_ practical 
examinations shall only be held in London, Edinburgh, 
and Dublin.” The one point I desire to make is this, 
that, even if Prof. Williams’ motion is passed, this Coun- 
cil, in view of the earlier resolution (which has not any 
connection with bye-law 59, but which is a subsidiary 
point in relation to it) will still be compelled to fulfil 
the resolution which we passed, and hold a written 
examination at certain of the Colleges and an oral 
and a practical examination at others. Therefore Prof. 
Williams’ object is not furthered if the bye-law becomes 
law. I would suggest to him, in view of the proposed 
bye-law which I have drafted, and of which I have 
given notice to-day, it would be far better for him to let 
this matter drop, and give his support to my notice of 
motion, which reads,—-“ A complete professional exami- 
nation shall be held in each city in which there is situate 
anaftiliated veterinary school twice during each year as 
follows—in England and Ireland in July and December, 
and in Scotland in May and December.” I am perfectly 
aware there is a conflict of opinion with reference to the 
holding of these examinations. There are some gentle- 
len sitting round the table who are of opinion that 
Prof. Williams’ College ought not to be treated as the 
London College is being treated. To that I demur most 
absolutely. I say the two Colleges must be placed on 
an absolute eqnality, and must rest upon their own 
werits. That purpose will not be served in the least 
degree by this proposed bye-law of Professor Williams, 
Whereas if my bye-law is carried in three months time, 
complete examinations will be held in Liverpool and 

asgow, and Prof. Williams’ object will be effected. 

tof. PENBERTHY : Does this relate at all to the pro- 

— Which is now before us? Can we now go into 
Lc yticn of whether there shall be an examination in 

t on and another one in Liverpool ¢ 

he Prestpent: I think it would be better, Mr. 
rett, if yon did not deal with such a controversial 
‘testion, which really has not a bearing on the question. 
Ren: Barrerr : Do you hold, sir, that the question of 

Xaminations in Glasgow and Liverpool has no bearing 
onthe matter ? 
ae Prestpent: The question of Prof. Williams’ 

've in what he is doing is not strictly relevant. 
h all Barrer : Iam in your hands, if you say so | 
Vaht Bore, but submit that it is perfectly rele 
the question. 
tert’ Prestpent : [ think it would be very much bet- 
you leave the controversial question out. 


Mr. Barrett: Very well. I will content myself on 
this occasion by asking Prof. Williams to consider the 
view I have placed before him and withdraw his pro- 
posed bye-law, and if he is in agreement with me sup- 
port my proposition three months hence. 

The PREstpENT: You do not propose an amendment ? 

Mr. Barrett: | understood you to say [ could not. 

The Prestpent : Oh no. 

Mr. Barrett: Then I shall move that the bye-law of 
which I have given notice be substituted. 

Mr. Simpson: I suggest that you cannot accept an 
amendment, sir, we must either carry this or reject it. 

The Prestpent: No, Mr. Barrett can propose an 
amendment. 

Mr. Barrett: Then I[ beg to move as an amendment, 
“that bye-law 59 read as follows,—‘That a complete 
professional examination shall be held in each city in 
which there is situate an affiliated veterinary school 
twice during each year as ftollows—-in England and 
Ireland in July and December, and in Scotland in May 
and December.’ ” 

Mr. Mutvey: Ona point of order, sir, is it permissi- 
ble for a member to move an amendment to a bye-law 
without giving the necessary three months notice ! 

Prof. PenBertuy: Mr. Barrett knows it is. 

Mr. Barrett: I am in the hands of the Chair. 

The Prestpent : I shall rule that it is permissible to 
move an amendment toa notice which appears on the 
agenda of a special meeting of Council, and my reason 
for doing so is this. Three months notice is required 
of any amendment or alteration of a bye-law, and the 
reason for requiring that is that everyone who has the 
snbject at heart shall have a full opportunity of con- 
sidering all the arguments jo. and con., and shall not be 
taken by surprise when the matter comes up for discus- 
sion. The matter first comes up for discussion at this 
special meeting of Council. At that time it is open for 
any member of Council to move an amendment to the 
proposition, 

Mr. Mutvey: And in the event of that an:endment 
being carried, will it then have to be suspended a further 
three months ! 

The Presipent: No, it will not ; it will then have to 
be confirmed at another meeting to be held within four- 
teen days of this meeting, and it must then either be 
carried or rejected. It is not subject at that second con- 
tirmatory meeting to any alteration. 

= r. Barrerr: Lam much obliged to you, sir, for your 
ruling. 

Mr. Garnetr: On a point of order, sir, | think this 
involves a legal question as to whether you are in order 
or not. I have always been under the impression that 
when due notice of an alteration of bye-law has been 
given no amendment of that alteration can be accepted 
by the Chair in any shape or form. I should like to 
enquire if that is so. 

Mr. Barrerr: May I say, in answer to that, that 
Mr. Cope on two occasions ruled as you have ruled to- 
day, sir. 

The Presipent: I do not wish in any way to force 
my view on the Council, and although I am in the chair 
Lam quite ready to submit the point to the Solicitor and 
to take his advice. I think | have explained what my 
view is. It is that the question of the alteration comes 
up for discussion for the first time at the special meet- 
ing of Council, and if it is not subject to amendment 
then, it is never subject to amendment, because once the 
Council has come to a definite conclusion and_ has pass- 
ed a certain motion, then that motion cannot be amend- 
ed or essentially altered at the meeting for confirmation 
which must be held within fourteen days afterwards. It 
is at the confirmatory meeting, in my — that no 
amendment is possible, but at this special meeting I con- 
sider an amendment is. 


Mr. Mutvey: If that is the case, it is open for me 
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to move asan amendment to Prof. Williams’ motion the 
motion of which I have given notice to-day ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. Mutvey: You rule that I can move my motion 
as an amendment ? 

The Prestment : If your amendment is really appo- 
site. If it has a real relation to the subject which Prof. 
Williams has given notice of and which he is bringing 
forward to-day, then I should rule that you are quite 
in order in moving that as an ainendment at the present 
moment. 

Mr. Barrett: Of course [ take it you would qualify 
that expression by saying that it must not be in contra- 
vention of this resolution if this be passed—it cannot be 
in contravention of this if it be resolved by the Council ? 
b The PRESIDENT: Which amendment are you refer- 
ring to? 

Mr. Barretr: The point | am putting to you is this, 
with regard to Mr. Mulvey’s qnestion, that he can only 
move his resolution if it is materially in contravention 
of mine. 

The Prestpent : If Mr. Mulvey proposes an amend- 
ment to your proposition it must be apposite—it must 
have a direct relation to this subject. 

Mr. Barrett: And not in contravention of it ¢ 

The PrRestDENT: It would not be an amendment if it 
was nota contravention. 

Mr. Simpson: May I submit a simple question? In 
the event of these amendments which you have ruled to 
be in order being accepted by this Council, would that 
be an alteration of a bye-law ? 

The Prestpent : Certainly, it will be an alteration. 

Mr. Simpson : Then would you mind, before you give 
your final ruling, listening to what it says on page 28 of 
the Register. It says that no order, rule, or bye-law 
shall be made, altered, or repealed without notice being 
given at a previous meeting, and a notice hung up for 
three months previous to the Special Meeting, to be 
— at another special meeting within fourteen 

ays. 

The PrestpENT : That is precisely so. 

Mr. Simpson: I respectfully submit that, inasmuch 
as that amendment, if it is allowed to be put, is an 
alteration of a bye-law, it is out of order. 

The PrestrenT : I do not regard it in that way. My 
view of the question is this—that three month’s notice 
must be given to introduce the subject of an alteration of 
a given bye-law, but if a member has given three months 
notice that he intends to move an alteration of a bye- 
law, then certainly that three months notice is given be- 
cause some discussion is expected on the point; and, if 
there is to be a discussion, the discussion must be for 
the purpose either of opposing, or amending, or sup- 
porting the proposition of which notice had been given. 

Mr. Stmpson : We all entertain different views on the 
question. May we, therefore have the benefit of the 
Solicitor’s legal ruling on the matter / 

Mr. Barrett: May I point out to Mr. Simpson it 
does not say that the actual text of the proposed altera- 
tion shall be suspended. It merely says the notice of 
alteration. 

The PresipENT: I will ask the Socilitor to let us 
know what he believes is the legal ruling on the point. 

Mr. THatcHeR : The unfortunate part of the matter 
is that the Charter is a hidebound thing, and I wish it 
were not here. But here are the words: “ Provided, 
nevertheless, that any order, rule, or bye-law, or any 
alteration in, or repeal of, any existing order, rule, or 
bye-law, shall not be made, unless notice of the inten- 
tion to make such order, rule, or bye-law, or such altera- 
tion in, or repeal of, any existing order, rule, or bye- 
law, shall have been given ata previons Conncil.” That 
is condition No. 1. Condition No. 2 is “Nor unless a 
fair copy or copies in writing of the same shall have 
been hung up in some conspicuous place in the common 


meeting room of the Council, for and during the space 
of three calendar months previous to the meeting of the 
Council at which it is intended to propose the same;” 
and condition No. 3, which you will observe is continy- 
ous, is “ Nor unless the same shall be made at a Council 
specially called for the purpose, and shall be confirmed 
by another Council also specially called for the purpose, 
and held not more than fourteen days, nor less than 
seven days, after the day on which the Council at which 
the same shall have been proposed shall have been held,” 
I am afraid, Mr. President—I say it with great relue- 
tance—the ruling is as suggested by Mr. Mulvey and 
Mr. Simpson. If we are going to have another Charter 
I do hope something will be done to alter this. 

Mr. Barrett: I do not know whether one can quite 
agree with the interpretation which Mr. Thatcher has 
put upon the Charter. (Cries of “ Order, order.”) 

The Prestpent: I am afraid we must accept the 
interpretation. [ must point out to the members 
that it seems to me a logical result from this ruling 
that if notice is given then there can be no amend- 
ment at the time, and there can only be arguments in 
the direction either of opposition or support; and if 
this is held to be the law--and I suppose [I must hold 
it to be law—then no amendment whatever to any 
proposition brought forward will be permissible, even 
of a verbal character. Of course, it will make it ex- 
tremely difticult to alter any bye-laws, because any 
amendment must have another three months notice 
given to it. This discussion is very interesting, but | 
am afraid we ust get to the actual business. Does any 
member wish to speak on this motion? If not I will 
put the proposition. 

Mr. Mutvey: May L ask a question? I want to ask 
in what position the Council will be in the event of this 
alteration being carried, because at its last meeting It 
passed a resolution that the examinations should be 
ont ina certain way. What position shall we 

in? 

Mr. Barrett: Just the same as we are in now, ex 
cept as to Dublin. 

Mtr. Vittar: Before you proceed to a vote, | should 
like, if I may, to give my reasons for voting in_ the way 
I do. Although Lam quite in sympathy with Prof. 
Williams in what he says, I do not feel that this is an 
opportune moment for the matter to be discussed. When 
Mr. Barrett’s proposition comes up next Corneil before 
a full Council meeting I feel that will be a more oppor 
tune time to deal with the matter than the present. 
Therefore I am going to vote against Prof. Williams. 

Mr. Smpson : May J point out that that will be i 
three months time, and by that time the May examina 
tions will be over. A 

The PresipeNt: Does anyone else wish to offer 
remarks I 

Prof. WittiamM: Before the discussion 1s concluded, 
should like to point out to Mr. Barrett that this aon 
tion of mine ix not ungrammatical. only 
that the stops are in the wrong place. It should be read 
in this »«ay—* There shall not be more than two — 
nations held during the year in England and Trelan in 
July and December, and in Scotland in May a0 F the 
cember.” Under the circumstances, and in view 
proposition that will be brought forward by po 
Barrett at the next meeting, I withdraw my resem ai 

[The resolution was then withdrawn. ] 


Motion sy Mr. BANHAM. 


M. McKinna: Mr. Banham has unfortunat 
leave, and I understand he has asked your perm 
toallow me to move this resolution for him. 

The Prestpent : I am quite willing. “ned, may 

Mr. Simpson : Before the names are mention prom 
I ask, for the sake of the gentlemen ogg ee 
to be proposed, and who may possibly be doing 
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very great honour by joining the College, whether the 
rule relating to the election of Honorary Associates has 
been observed? I think you will find in the bye-law 
it says that not only the names but the qualifications 
must be suspended. | thought it would be a pity if 
I did not point this out, becanse the election may 
afterwards declared irregular. 

Mr. McKinna: I thought they were so well known 
that it might not be necessary. 

Mr. Srapson : It distinctly says the qualifications. 

The PresipENT: I think that it would be prefer- 
able, under the circumstances, to postpone the actual 
vote. 

Mr. McKrnna: Mr. Banham was very anxious that it 
should be put to-day. 

The PrestipentT: I think Mr. Simpson’s objection is 
aperfectly valid one. It is not a matter in which any 
material interests will suffer. 

Mr.Smpson : I hope it will-not be considered that I 
offer any opposition to the motion. To have it declared 
afterwards that the election of these evidently dis- 
tinguished gentlemen was irregular would be very un- 
pleasant. 

Mr. McKinna : If that is so, perhaps yon would be 
good enough to instruct the Secretary that such notice 
shall be given to Mr. Banham immediately, in order that 
he may see that the conditions are carried out ! 

The PresipeNt: I will ask Mr. Hill to write Mr. 
Banham to that effect. Gentlemen, that concludes the 
business of the meeting. 

Mr. MuLvey: I beg to propose a vote of thanks to 
our President. His duties have been long and arduous, 
and I certainly think he deserves our thanks. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The 24th annual meeting was held at the Royal Col- 
of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion Square, London, 
on Thursday, March 30th, when the President (Mr. F. 
Spencer, of Basingstoke), took the chair, and the others 
present included Professor W. Pritchard, London ; and 
Messrs, E. Whitley Baker, Wimborne ; W. Caudwell, 
Chertsey ; H. E. Audley Charles, Brighton; W. A. 
Collins, Tenterden ; C. F. Hulford, Haslemere; J. B. 
fartin, Rochester ; C. Pack, Lymington ; P. J. Simpson, 
Maidenhead; W. K. Stuart, Hove; J. Alex. Todd, 
Worthing ; and F. W. Wragg, Whitechapel. Visitors : 
Vet.-Major J. A. Meredith, Ist Life Guards, Messrs. J. 
Douglas and R. Porch, London. 
€ minutes of the last meeting, held at Basingstoke 
on the 29th September, 1904, and which had been pub- 
shed in The Veterinary Record, were, on the proposi- 
ton of Prof. Pritchard, and seconded by Mr. C. Pack, 
fn as read and confirmed. 
¢ PrestpeNT said that the Hon. Sec. would read 
e rules of the Society if desired, but seeing that they 
‘ say recently had them revised and reprinted they 
forme Probably think they had heard enough of them 
or three years (laughter). 
é. 5, CHARLES : [ should like to call the attention of 
This ts to Rule 2, which deals with the Fellowship. 
s rule says : 
The Society shall consist of fellows and members, 
‘ly member who reads an essay and defends it to the 
Wersfaction of those present being elected a fellow.” 
ave a number of members and several honorary 
who om but our Society does not seem to contain any 
ave been honoured with the title of Fellow, and I 


think it might perhaps encourage some of the members 
to help our Secretary out of what I am sure is often a 
great difficulty if this rule was acted upon. Clinical 
papers from ordinary members are often far more inter- 
esting than long and deeply scientific—I was going to 
say dry—discussions, and I would like to propose at our 
next meeting that our Secretary furnish a list of those 
of our number who have already read essays and quali- 
tied under Rule 2 for the title of Fellow. 

Prof. PrircHaRD seconded this. 

Mr. J. B. Martin: If you all read papers then and 
defend them, you will all be Fellows ? 

Mr. Cuares: Yes, in time. (Laughter). 

The Prestpent: [ take it this will be placed on the 
agenda for the next meeting. 

Mr. CuHartes: I also take it that our Hon. See. will 
furnish us with a list of those who have qualified for the: 
title of Fellow so far as he can ascertain them. 


ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 


The election of Mr. Henry Gray asan Hon. Associate, 
which had been proposed and seconded at the Basing- 
stoke meeting, was formally confirmed, as was also the 
election of the following gentlemen as members : Messrs. 
R. Barron, Blandford; H. Reynoips, Horley ; C. 
Roperts, Tunbridge Wells; H. Taytor, Hayward’s 
Heath ; and R. A. THrae, Croydon. 

The following nominations for membership were also 
received: Mr. BERNARD H_ Benson, of Bognor, pro- 
posed by Mr. Stuart, and seconded by Mr. Charles ; 
Mr. A. Wuicner, of Bexhill-on-Sea, proposed by Mr. 
Charles, and seconded by Mr. J. Alex. Todd; and Mr. 
C. H. Spurceoy, of Petworth, proposed by Mr. Todd, 
and seconded by Mr. Martin. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Mr. E. WurrLtey BakeEr said he was afraid his re- 
port was not so good as it ought to be, as he had been 
rather lax in getting in the subscriptions; in fact there 
were several subscriptions still to come in. During 
the past year the expenses of the Society have amounted 
to £15 4s. 11d., and since he bad been there that day he 
understood there was a further sum of £2 2s. Mr. Pack’s 
expenses for attending last year’s Congress of the Insti- 
tute of Public Health at Folkestone, which would 
bring the total up to £17 6s. 11d. This total, he might 
also add, included an exceptional expenditure for print- 
ing, owing to their having had new rules and receipt 
books. On the other side the receipts had amounted to 
£18 2s. 6d., in addition to which he had received another 
2} guineas that afternoon, bringing the total up to 
£20 13s. This left him with a balance in favour of the 
Society of £3 18s. 1d. Last year they had a balance of 
£49s. Onthe whole he thought the position of the 
Society was a much better one financially than it was 
twelve months ago. (App.) 

The Prestpent: How many more subscriptions are 
due 

Mr. E. Wurrtey Baker: | think I can connt on at 
least another ten or twelve guineas from that source. I 
may add that I have a letter from the Secretary of the 
Victoria Benevolent Fund, who I had asked to be present 
to-day, in which he says he hopes to be present, but if 
not will I convey to the Society his thanks on behalf 
of the Fund for their donation of two guineas last year. 

The Prestpent: You have all heard our Treasurer's 
report. We certainly seem to be very much better off 
financially than we have been for many years, and that 
in spite of our having had a heavier expense than usual 
in printing new rules, etc. I shall be pleased to receive 
any remarks upon the Treasurer’s report. ' 

Mr. P. J. Stwpson remarked that it was very satis- 
factory to hear they were doing well, but he thought 


they might as well follow the example of most other 
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Mr. Barrett seconded the resolution, which was 

ask carried by acclamation. 

this The PrestpentT : Thank you very much, gentlemen. 
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societies and have their accounts printed and circulated 
to the members before the meeting another time, then, 
if there was any item in the accounts they wanted to 
discuss they would be in a position to do so. It was 
simply a matter of printing the financial statement on 
the fly leaf of the circular convening the meeting. He 
hoped their Treasurer would not think he was casting 
any reflection on the way he had carried out his duties, 
but it occurred to him that it would be more business- 
like, and with the President’s permission he should like 
to propose that this be done. 

Mr. E. Wuitrtey Baker said he should be very 
leased to second that. Further, if the members liked 
e would send round a copy of this year’s statement in 

the course of a week or two. 

The PRESIDENT : I quite agree with Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Baker that it would be desirable to have our 
accounts printed. I think our rules also provide for 
our accounts being audited, and perhaps that will be 
arranged for as well. 

The proposition was put to the meeting and carried 
nent Con, 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.- The President pointed out that their four 
vice-presidents had been Mr. Green, of Portsmouth ; Mr. 
Pack, of Lymington ; Mr. Smith, of Worthing ; and Mr. 
Wragg, of Whitechapel. He believed Mr. Green was 
the senior vice-president at the present time, but it was 
open to them to nominate anyone they liked for the 
Presidency, irrespective of whether or not they happen- 
ed to be a vice-president. If no one had any other 
name to propose “ might mention that he wrote to Mr. 
Wragg with a view of ascertaining whether he would 
be willing to take the Chair again, after many years, and 
although he did not seem very anxious to do so, he had 
not given hima positive refusal. There was this point 
to be considered, too, that the annual Congress of the 
Royal Institnte of Public Health would be held in 
London next July, and if they elected Mr. Wragg as 
their president for the ensuing year members might like 
to pay him the compliment of holding their next meet- 
ing in that room again during the Congress week. 

Mr. Pack: I think according to the rnles our next 
meeting must be held in June not July. 

The PrestpENtT: But it can he held on any other 
date if thought desirable. Of course our usual practice 
has been to hold our summer meeting at the seaside, but 
if we are going to elect Mr. Wragg as our President, I 
thought it would perhaps be paying him a compliment 
to come here again. 

Prof. PritcHarD : | will propose that Mr. Wragg be 
elected as our President for the coming year. 

Mr. Martin : I will second that. 

The Prrstpent: And I shall have very great pleasure 
in supporting it. 

Mr. Pack: I am satistied Mr. Wragg will make us an 
excellent President, and | don’t think it will matter 
much to him whether we hold our next meeting in Lon- 
don or at the seas'de, because he is always willing to 
meet the wishes of members rather than bis own 
convenience. 

The proposition was then put and carried by acclama- 
tion, and on Mr. Wragg entering the room at a later 
stage of the proceedings he was informed of his election 
by Mr. Spencer. 

Mr. Wrace remarked that he greatly appreciated the 
hononr, but as he had told their President he thought 
they would have done much better to have selected 
someone else for the reason that his time was so fully 
occupied. 

The PreEstpENT: It is the unanimous wish of the 
meeting Mr. Wragg that you should succeed me, and I 
hope you will see your way to accept the office. 
(Applause). 


Mr. Wrace: It is very unfortunate I was late this 
afternoon, but as you have put it so very nicely, I sup- 
pose I must give way. (App.) 

Vice-Presidents.---A proposition by Mr. Pack that the 
retiring president (Mr. Spencer) should be one of the 
four was carried by acclamation, and the other three 
chosen were: Mr. W. K. Stuart, of Hove, proposed by 
Mr. Todd and seconded by Mr. Pack ; Mr. Henry Smith, 
of Worthing, proposed by Mr. Pack, and seconded by 
Mr. E. Whitley Baker ; and Mr. Caudwell, of Chertsey, 
woposed by the President, and seconded by Professor 

ritchard. 

Mr. W. K. Stuart and Mr. Caudwell thanked the 
members for the honour conferred upon them and 
assured them that they would do their best to give 
satisfaction. 

Hon. Secretary..-The President had very great pleas- 
ure in proposing the re-election of their friend Mr. Todd. 
(Applause). He was one of their most enthusiastic 
members, and took a great interest in the Society. 

Mr. CoLurns seconded, and it was carried nem. con. 

The PrestpENT: I have to inform you, Mr. Todd, 
that you have been unanimously re-elected to the posi- 
tion of Hon. Sec.,and I am sure we are greatly indebted 
to you for your past services. (Applause). 

Mr. J. ALex. Topp briefly acknowledged his re-elee- 
tion, observing that he was only too pleased to have been 
of any service to them and that he would try and fill 
the office again for another year. (App). 

Hon. Treasurer._Mr. Pack great pleasure in 
woposing the re-election of Mr. E. Whitley Baker. He 
had done very well in the past. [t was true he admitted 
that he had been a little slack in getting in the sub- 
scriptions, but he knew where the money was and that 
was the main thing. (Langhter.) 

Mr. CAUDWELL seconded, and the proposition was at 
once carried by acclamation. 

Mr. E. W. Baker briefly returned thanks and pro- 
mised them that unless they had some extraordinary 
calls on their resources he would try and see that they 
had double the balance next year. (Hear, hear.) 


Next MEETING. 


The PRESIDENT next invited ‘ate se as to the 
place of the next meeting. It had always been their 
custom to hold their summer meetings somewhere at 
the seaside, but as he had explained earlier in the pro- 
ceedings there was a special reason this year why they 
should meet in London, and so far as the rule about 
meeting in June was concerned, their rules said the 
date could be varied to suit the circumstances. 
Prof. PrrrcHarp thought that if they wanted a big 
meeting they could not do better than arrange it for 
the same week as thé Congress. 
Mr. Stuart: Brighton is not a bad place, you know. 
(Laughter.) 
Mr. Wrace: In my experience where there Is 4 
counter attraction the attendance suffers. Is it 
posed that we should hold our next meeting during th 
Congress week ved 
Prof. PrrrcHarp: Yes. My idea is that if you fix 
the next meeting for one of the days of the Congress you 
could arrange the actual time so as to fall in with the 
meetings of the Congress, and by that means you wou ; 
probably bring a great many more veterinary surgeon 
round this table than would otherwise be the case. 
don’t wish to fall foul of the Congress in any Way: rd’s 
The Prestpent: | beg to second Prof. Pritchard 
proposition that we meet in London. if 
Mr. E. W. Baker: [| beg to propose as an ame 
ment that our next meeting be held at Brighton. 
Mr. Martin: I will second that. m 
Mr. Pack: And [ shall be pleased to support! “ad to 
Prof. PrrrcHarp remarked that as there = 
be a feeling in favour of Brighton he would wi 
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consent of his seconder withdraw his proposition. (Hear, 
hear. 

m1 proposal that the next meeting should be held 
at Brighton in June was then agreed to nem con. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Hon. Sec. remarked that he bad received a letter 
from Major Butler of the Army Veterinary School at 
Aldershot in which the latter said : 

“Will you please convey to the President and mem- 
bers my thanks for the honour they have done me by 
electing me an Honorary Associate, and I shall hope to 
renew our acquaintance at no distant date.” (App.) 

He had also received a letter of regret from Mr. 
Goodall, of Christchurch, and he was sorry to say he 
had received the following telegram from Mr. Robert's 
of Tunbridge Wells who had promised to contribute a 
clinical paper that day : “ Sorry cannot possibly be with 

ou to-morrow. Am confined to house through ill- 
health. Please present my apologies to the President 
and 

He (Mr. Todd) had also sent a notice of that meet- 
ing to the President of the R.C.V.S., and Mr. J. A. W. 
Dollar had replied : 

“Please accept my very warmest thanks for the 
thoughtfulness shown by yourself and the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Society in asking me to be present 
at your meeting on Thursday next. Only the fact that 
I have several previous engagements prevents my accep- 
ting your kind invitation. 1 was delighted to note the 
steady growth in numbers shown by the Society and 
the important character of the contributions it is mak- 
ing to our united professional progress. With cordial 
wishes for its continued welfare and in the hope that 
you may have a very successful meeting.—-[ remain, 


dear sir, yours very faithfully, 
Jno. A. W. 


He had also received letters of regret at inability to 
be present from Messrs. A. Maynard, C. A. Squair, H. 
Gray, E. L. Stroud, and E. R. Harding, and a telegram 
fron Mr. Wylie. 


INstiruTe or Pusiic HEALTH. 


The Hon. SecreTary submitted a letter from Mr. 
Wild, one of the Hon. Secretaries of the Veterinary 
Section of the Royal Institute of Public Health, invit- 
Ing the Society to send delegates to the forthcoming 
Congress to be held in London next J nly. Mr. Wragg 
Was proposed by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mr. Caud- 
well, while Professor Pritchard was nominated by the 
President, and seconded by Mr. E. W. Baker, and they 
Were elected. 


Ta Murua Derence AND BENEVOLENT Socrery. 


The Hoy. Sxc. also submitted a circular letter from 
Mr. Sam Locke calling attention to the objects of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent Society and also en- 
closing copy of the rules and last year’s report. 


Report on Sanrrary Concress, GLascow. 


dest Mr. Todd,—Please convey to the members of the 
nem Counties Veterinary Society my _ sincere 
anks for the honour they conferred on me by asking 
me to represent thein at the Congress in July last. It 

" ed me great pleasure to comply. 
of ¢ Congress as a whole was a great success, bnt 
ning, T understand, toa want of proper organisation 
Committee, the Veterinary Section was not 
by the local veterinary surgeons at it 
a! ave been. Principal McCall, of the Glasgow 
Gening 2: College, presided, and in the course of his 
Board © address commented upon the yond of the 
dj of Agriculture in their treatment of some of the 
of animals—especially anthrax and glanders. 


He advocated also the licensing of stables in large cities, 
and at the termination of the conference moved the 
following resolution : “That authority should now be 
given by the Board of Agriculture to Local Authorities 
for the licensing of stables in large towns.” This reso- 
lution was carried unanimously. 

Interesting papers were also read by the following 
gentlemen :—Prof. MeLauchlan Young (Aberdeen) on 
“The present position of Tuberculosis as an infectious 
disease dangerous to man.” Prof. H. A. Woodruff, of 
the London Veterinary School, on : “ Dangers of an im- 
wie milk supply and suggested alterations in the legis- 
ative provisions for the control of the milk supply.” 
Mr. Loudon M. Douglas, of Putney, on: “ Public 
abattoirs and the utilisation of condemned carcases.” 

The majority of the gentleman present took part in 
the discussion of one or other of the papers, and after a 
most interesting exchange of views the gentlemen who 
had contributed the papers were accorded a hearty 
vote of thanks. D. Hamiron. 

Hamilton, N.B. 

Mr. P. J. Stupson : [ will propose that we accord Mr. 
Hamilton a hearty vote of thanks for representing us 
at last year’s Congress and for his report. 

Mr. CAUDWELL seconded, and the proposition was 
agreed to mem. con. 

The Prestpent: There is one other matter which 
does not arise on the correspondence but to which I 
think some reference ought to be made. We have 
recently lost one of our members by death—Mr. F. E. 
Knott, of Portsmouth. He was one of the most 
genial of friends, and always took a great interest in 
our Society, and [| think the least we can do is to 
pass a vote of condolence with his relatives. 

Prof. Prrrcnarp: I will second that. I did not 
know he was dead until this afternoon, and I am ex- 
tremely sorry to hear it. He was formerly a resident 
pupil of mine, and a better pupil no one could wish 
to have. 

Mr. E. W. Baker, in supporting the proposition of a 
vote of condolence, remarked that he could thoroughly 
endorse what the President had said; the late Mr. 
Knott was one of the most gentlemanly and_ kind- 
hearted members of the profession it had ever been 
his privilege to meet. Referring to what Prof. Prit- 
chard had said, he had often heard him speak of the 
happy times he had while a pupil there. 

The proposition was agreed to in silence, and the 
Hon. Sec. was asked to notify the same to the de- 
ceased’s brother. 


Two Cases with UNusuAL CLINICAL FEATURES. 


Mr. P.J. Stimpson: Mr. President and gentlemen,— 
When our worthy Secretary wrote me asking if I would 
bring before you a short clinical a to ocenpy about 
ten minutes upon some subject likely to provide a dis- 
cussion, | consented to do so on the distinct understand- 
ing that two or three other members would do the same 
and that I was looked upon as a last resource. I have 
accordingly acted on that understanding, but I now find 
that [am unfortunately the only one, and consequently 
I am afraid members will be rather disappointed. Upon 
consideration I feel it is an impossibility to touch upon 
any one disease and deal fully with it in the short time 
alloted to me. I therefore intend to bring before you 
some cases, two of which are entitled to be called curious 
from the point of view of the symptoms shown rather 
than the ailments. 

Case ].—A well bred shire mare, aged, was found in 
the early morning affected with colic, and T was asked to 
attend at once which I did. I found the mare suffering 
from severe flatulent colic, tympany being most marked. 
Examiration of the pulse was extremely difficult as the 
mare was not still for five seconds ata time, but I made 
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it to be about 80 per minute and weak, and the mucous 
membranes were injected. Noting no time was to be 
lost, I performed paracentesis at once and kept the ani- 
mal on the move whilst I held the canula in position. 
This had to be done, or the mare would have thrown 
herself down. Gas escaped for fully tive minutes, and 
at the end of that time the urgent symptoms had 
abated. -I of course punctured the off flank in the usual 
situation. I make special mention of this here in view 
of what followed. Having had the mare placed in the 
stable, and having administered a combined sedative 
and laxative draught, I ordered her to be rubbed dry 
and rugged up, leaving two sedative draughts to be 
given if the pain returned. 1 returned again in the after- 
noon and learnt that little or no pain had been shown 
and that the mare had eaten a small mash. The pulse 
was, however, still 70, and the temperature 102 2-5ths. 
Leaving the instructions with regard to diet usual in 
such cases, | told them to give sedative draughts of 
chloral if necessary. Next morning I was informed that 
no sedatives had been given as the mare had been quite 
quiet. The bowels were acting well, but [ found the 
pulse still 62, and the temperature 102. These last two 
symptonis I was at a loss to account for, as the skin was 
a healthy temperature, there was a fair inclination to eat, 
and an entire absence of pain, and the bowels were acting 
and the lungs normal, although respiration was very 
slightly disturbed. Simple tonic powders were left, and I 
asked that a message might be left at my infirmary in two 
days to say how the mare was progressing. This message [ 
duly received, and was to the effect that she seemed dull, 
but was feeding and quite quiet. Five days after being 
taken ill the mare was seen again by my father, and he 
found the pulse, temperature, respirations, mucous mem- 
branes, and skin in the same condition as on my last 
visit. He prescribed dranghts of sp. ammon. arom. and 
nux vomica, and sol. ext. gent. Four days later, or nine 
days from the beginning of the illness, the mare was 
still in the same condition, taking a fair quantity of food, 
with bowels acting etc., but two days after that (eleven 
days from the commencement of illness) the mare was 
found dead in the stable. A post-mortem examination 
revealed a large quantity of serous fluid containing 
pieces of ingesta. Nearly the whole of the walls of the 
peritoneal cavity were thickly coated with flocculi, as 
was also the mesentery, omentum and peritoneal coat of 
the bowels. Qn scraping the peritoneum it was found 
red and inflamed. On examining the large colon ¢n situ 
a rent about the size of a halfpenny with thickened and 
rounded edges was discovered on the upper surface of 
the upper fold, about halfway between the pelvic and 
diaphagmatic curvatures on the /eft side. Further 
examination revealed the seat of my operation on the off 
side, the wound from which had healed. 

Case I7.—-In this case | am unable to authenticate all 
the details, but I have not the slightest reason to doubt 
the accuracy of the statements made to me by the 
owner and groom. <A thoroughbred mare was taken to 
a meet of the hounds about eight miles from the stables, 
and given a little gruel on her arrival there whilst 
awaiting the owner. After a moderate run with stag- 
hounds, during which she performed well, she was taken 
back to the place of meeting and given more gruel and a 
small feed, which was eaten. She was then led quietly 
home beside another horse, performing the journey well. 
After being groomed and fed, she was left at 7 p.m. to 
all appearances quite well, but on the return of the 
groom at 8 he noticed her dull, and at once sent for us. 
On our arrival at 8.30 we found the mare with a weak 
pulse of 75, mucous membranes injected, temperature 
105, and within a short time of our arrival profuse and 
offensive diarrhcea set in, but none of the usual symp- 
toms of pain were manifest, except long drawn sighs. 
The mare died about midnight, never indicating pain 
until she dropped down and struggled for five minutes 


before death. The post-mortem examination revealaj 
me enteritis, some parts of the colon being quite 
ack. 

The apparently quick cessation of pain and further 
suppression of symptoms of pain, and the length of tine 
the animal lived in case J. is to my mind most remark. 
able when the lesions exhibited at the post-mortem ar 
considered, the presence of large quantities of flocculi jy 
the peritoneal cavity proving that the peritonitis had 
been in existence for at least two or three days, and that 
the pain felt must have been very great. In case J/. the 
absence of any symptoms of pain until a very short time 
before death was also misleading, although in this cas 
other symptoms were shown which justified one in diag- 
nosing enteritis. Here also the post-mortem examina- 
tion proved that enteritis must have been in existence 
long before [ saw the case. 

No doubt there are many members here with much 
wider and longer experience than I have had, to whom 
such cases have been of common occurrence, but they 
certainly appeal to me as affording food for reflection 
when answering the questions of an owner as to the 
prognosis of a case, and they teach me the lesson not 
to guage the severity of the ailment by the amount of 
pain exhibited. 


INJECTIONS OF PARAFFIN WAX FOR PROLAPsUs ANI 
IN THE Dog. 


My next case is one illustrating the use of sterilized 
yaratiin wax in plastic operations ; in this particular 
instance for prolapse of the rectum. I do not of course 
claim pac wh for this operation, as it was brought to 
my knowledge about six months ago by Professor Hob- 
day, and he has already made mention of it in a veteri- 
nary periodical. Neither do 1 claim experience in this 
matter, as the following case is my only one so far, but 
with the suecess obtained I am determined to repeat the 
operation whenever the necessity arises, and | think it 
should be brought to the notice of members of the pro- 
fession. The chief features in the operation are to 
render and maintain strict asepsis previous to and during 
the operation. The wax used was obtained from F. A 
Rogers, 327, Oxford Street, the melting point of it being 
110° F. The instruments required are either a special 
syringe for the operation, which can be obtained from 
the maker of the wax, or an ordinary well fitting hype 
dermic syringe with a fairly large and long tubular 
needle. If the latter is used a clean cloth is necessaly 
to hold the syringe. After raising the temperature of 
the wax and sterilised syringe to 110° F. by means of hot 
water, return the rectum and insert the needle between 
the muscular and mucous coats of the bowel for its full 
length, and then slowly withdraw the needle, injectins 
the wax as the needle is withdrawn. This leaves 4 
pillar of wax which solidifies almost at once. Repeat 
this at four different places. A finger should be kept 
the rectum as it serves to help direct the needle, an 
prevents eversion taking place during the operate 
The foregoing states shortly the routine [ adopted, re 
the exception that I only injected three pillars, and t ? 
I cocained the rectum instead of producing anzesthesta 
by means of chloroform. The case was @ gape 
puppy sent to us with about 2} inches of the 
protruding. All the old fashioned methods (tried fort 
days) such as cold compresses, irrigations, 
were ineffectual, and the prolapse constantly 
The plastic operation was then decided on and per ne 
ed as just described. The next day there was ne oor 
of the operation and no straining, and although it a “ 
three months since the operation, there has been ot “a 
currence of the eversion, and the pillars of ike 
cause no interference with defecation. shot : 
hear the opinion and experience of those prewn sroper 
regard to this operation as I do not see why hie rp some 
proportioned instruments it could not be apple 
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of the cases of vaginal and uterine eversions in the 
smaller animals. In future I should always chloroform 
and inject four pillars. There is one other condition to 
which [ should like to refer. 


Pus IN THE SUPERIOR MAXILLARY SINUS IN THE Doc. 


In the early stages of this disease all that is noticed 
is that the dog shakes his head and rubs it along the 
ground, although careful examination may reveal slight 
swelling over the region of the superior maxillary sinus. 
ln course of time a small discharging wound is noticed 
below and in front of the orbit. The position of the 
wound may vary according to the actual seat of the 
cause of the trouble, and the external wound may vary 
insize from a small pea to a threepenny piece. There is 
also a continuous watery discharge, which is so_persis- 
tent that no amount of antiseptic irrigations will stop 
it, An examination of the mouth seldom reveals any 
aid to diagnosis. When such a state of things as I have 
described exists one may be certain that the fangs of 
one of the molar teeth are affected, and the only treat- 
ment is to chloroform the dog and extract the offending 
tooth. In the majority of cases, there is nothing in the 
appearance of the teeth or gums to show which tooth is 
affected and they are firmly fixedin the jaw. Care must 
be exercised in extraction, and the forceps, which must 
be well fitting and strongly made, should be pushed well 
up under the gums (Hobday) or the tooth may splinter. 
On removal one or more of the points of the fangs are 
usually found to be affected with caries, the points 
having become cup-shaped. In some cases fracture, 
partial or complete, of one of the fangs may have been 
the exciting cause of the pus formation. After extrac- 
tion, Prof. Hobday recommends the passing of a small 
probe from the external wound through the sinus to the 
dental cavity. Healing is very rapid when once there 
isa clear passage into the month, tepid antiseptic irri- 
gations being all that is required. 

I must apologise to the meeting for the very crude 
way in which | have related my observations, but you 
will remember that I only consented to do what I could 
as a last resource, and I lee that you will discuss the 
subjects [ have placed before you, as I pose here not as 
an authority but an enquirer anxious to gain any know- 

ge I can from others who may have had like experi- 
ences. (Applause.) 


Discussion. 


The PrestpentT : [ am sure we are all very much in- 
debted to Mr. Simpson for his interesting paper, and 
shall be glad now to hear some disenssion. 
Prof. PrrrcHarp: I have only one remark to make. 
I was not able to catch all he said, but I gathered from 
him that on making the post-mortem examination he 
found the peritoneum was scarlet. {[ have seen several 
post-nortems but have never yet seen the peritonenm 
scarlet, and I think there is a reason for its not being 
scarlet, inasmuch as the blood supplying the peritoneum 
supplied from the material which it covered and not 
y the vessels which encirele it. 
Pn J. B. Martrn excused himself from dealing with 
‘he subjects introduced by Mr. Simpson, explaining that 
€ was a little hard of hearing. It had given him a great 
eal of pleasure, however, to come there that afternoon. 
¢ had always taken a great interest in that Society 
ree Its first inception, and now that they were holding 
pt meetings in different places and were stimulating 
re of the “ younger ones” to a little enthusiasm, it 
pe source of great gratification to him to see them 

: humerous an attendance at their meetings. 
* hy ered that there seemed to be a paucity of papers 
te ” but he could not understand why this should 

- Of course when one got up to give a paper one 
ut for 
ere ought not to be any difficulty in their 


Wanted to be able to i 
all that th able to impart some information, 


getting a few good papers. In his time they only had 
two winter sessions before they had to present them- 
selves for examination, but now they had four years in 
which to prepare themselves together with all the advan- 
tages of modern tuition and higher education, and under 
the circumstances he was surprised to hear there was 
any diftficulty in getting good papers. Another thing he 
should like to mention was the conflicting nature of the 
evidence frequently given by different veterinary surgeons 
in cruelty cases. One man would say the horse had 
side-bone, and the other side would dispute it (laughter.) 
The thing was very simple. Either the horse had side 

bone or it had not, and whichever was the case, he could 
not conceive how there should be any conflict of evidence 
on the point (laughter.) Personally he did not think 
they ought to lend themselves to that sort of thing. It 
placed magistrates in fa dilemma to know how to dis- 
criminate between that which was the truth and that 

which was not, and he was very much afraid that in 
time the result would be that the magistrates would 
cease to place any reliance on the opinions of veterinary 

surgeons. With regard to these bowel complaints, years 
ago they used to have a great many cases, but now-a-days 
the owners of horses and more particularly farmers were 
becoming more intelligent and fed their animals in a 
wore intelligent way, and the cases were by no means so 
frequent. The cases their friend Mr. Simpson had spoken 
about were exceptional, but generally speaking there had 

been a great improvement in the way in which animals 
were fed, and personally he did not know that the im- 

provement was doing them much good (laughte’.). Let 

them take the Diseases of Animals Act. Formerly when 

they had an ontbreak of cattle plague or p euro-pneu- 

monia one could make a fortune ue (a voice: “What” 
and laughter); he was speaking of the country, but since 

that Act lad been in operation all these complaints had 

virtually been stamped out (renewed laughter). 

Mr. F. W. Wrace introduced a morbid specimen to 
the meeting in the shape of the jejunum of a horse that 
had suffered from colic. The horse, he said, was seven 
years old, and as far as he had been able to ascertain had 
never had colic before the previous day. The owner had 
suggested that the animal had better be killed, but 
thinking that it was most likely a case of calculus he 
told him to let it be. The horse, however, took it into 
its head to die the same night, and on making a post- 
mortem that morning he found the immediate cause of 
death was rupture of the stomach. The members would 
notice that this specimen showed great thickening at 


I] one point and that the passage was very nearly obliter- 


ated. 

Prof. PrrreHarp: Have you noticed any deposition 
in the other organs such as the lung. 

Mr. Wraua : None whatever. 

Prof. Prrrcuarp ; [I ask that question because it looks 
to me very much like a case of tuberculosis, 

Mr. Wraaa, continuing, remarked that this case only 
afforded another illustration of how very difficult it was 
to form an opinion as to what was really the matter with 
a horse when it had colic. He had sat up a great many 
nights and had watched scores of cases to see if he could 
distinguish between twist of the bowel, calculus, or rup- 
ture of the bowel, and he had come to the conclusion it 
was very nearly impossible to accurately diagnose the 
cause of bowel disease. He confessed he had not tried 
the operation referred to by their friend Mr. Simpson, 
and that was probably due to the fact that in London he 
had very few cases of tympanitic colic. Their cases 
were generally of the spasmodic kind, and as a rule one 
was able to get rid of the spasms by a sedative draught 
and by the use of chloral. In fact, if it was any other 
disease but colic he had come to the conclusion that if 
they could once get the animal under the influence of 
chloral there was very little doubt but what it would 


soon be on the right road to recovery. 
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Vet.-Major J. A. MerepiTH, 1st Life Guards, remarked 
that there was one point in Mr. Simpson’s address he 
should like to draw attention to, and that was the inser- 
tion of sterilised wax. He had read the other day that 
they could not get rid of the wax after the operation, 
and he would like to suggest to Mr. Simpson that he 
should watch the case to see what occurred after 
twelve months. There seemed to be some doubt whether 
or no they could get the wax absolutely aseptic, and he 
believed another surgeon had suggested an alternative 
material of the vaseline variety, but yet possessing stiff- 
ness. If there was any way by means of which they 
could get rid of the wax after it had done its work he 
thought it would be very beneficial. He thought they 
were greatly indebted to Mr. Simpson for his careful 
record and diagnosis of his horse cases. It certainly did 
seem to be an extraordinary thing that one of the ani- 
mals should be so free of pain and then die. Mr. Wragg 
had also referred to the difficulty of diagnosing in 
cases of colic. Those who treated horses in the Army 
very often had cases of colic to deal with, but he 
thought it depended a great deal on the feeding how 
many cases they had. At one time it was quite usual 
for him to tieat a case of colic almost every day, but 
since he had taken it upon himself to change the diet 
he only had one in about six weeks. For a long time 
they had been in the habit of feeding the Army horses 
according to rule of thumb—so many pounds of oats, so 
many pounds of hay, and a certain amount of straw, but 
he had been able to change that in the unit to which he 
had the honour to belong, and had substituted a more 
mixed diet with the most satisfactory results. They also 
had the advantage in the Army of having the cases _re- 
ported to them at once. There was one very simple 
treatment which he thonght it would pay them to adopt 
in early cases. At all events he had found it beneficial. 
He got a length of indiarubber hose from a water tap, 
inserted it as far as possible per rectum, and gave it a 
wash out. (Langhter, and the query “cold water.”) 
Yes, he used cold water, no matter what time of the 
year it was. It was a shock to the bowels: and it 
answered its purpose. He should not advise them to let 
any of thier clients into the secret or they might be 
dealing with cases of colic themselves. - 

Mr. R. Porcu quite agreed with Mr. Wragg that it wasa 
most difficult thing—he might almost say it was im- 

ssible—to accurately diagnose what was wrong witha 

orse when it showed abdominal pain. He had 
watched cases most carefully and had made every 
endeavour to differentiate, but he had come to the con- 
clusion that it was almost impossible. Only the 
previous Sunday he had a case. The foreman told him 
a mare showed slight signs of colic, and they applied 
the usual remedies with the result that she appeared to 
recover. The same afternoon, however, the mare was 
found lying in her box unable to get up, and she died 
the same night. Everything pointed to its being a case 
of paralysis, but on making a post-mortem he found to 
his surprise that it was a case of twist of the small 
bowel. He had also had a similar case to that mention- 
ed by Mr. Wragg—intussusception of the cecum. In 
that case the horse was in pain on and off for nineteen 
days. He suspected calculus in the bladder, but on 
making a post-mortem he found the whole of the ceecum 
intussuscepted. 

Mr. Wrace: Was there any purging in your case. 

Mr. Porcu: Only slight purging at first. Proceed- 
ing, Mr. Porch remarked that he came to the conclusion 
this intussusception had been in existence the whole of 
the time. 

To go back to Mr. Simpson’s case, he had seen some 
of the cases of which he had given them a particular 
illustration—sub-acute peritonitis. He had also seen 
another case similar to one of those mentioned by Mr. 
Simpson where a horse had not exhibited any pain for 


more than a hour perhaps, and yet the post-mortem 
examination had disclosed some portion of the bowel, 
either the colon or the czecum to be almost as black as 
ink. Whether the mare referred to by Mr. Simpson was 
affected before it was noticed or not, he did not know, 
but he rather inclined to the opinion that it had not 
been going on for long. He thought if they had the 
bowels in that condition there must have been something 
noticeable to the practised eye. It was quite possible 
the ordinary horsekeeper would not notice it, but when 
it was under the observation of a veterinary surgeon 
there must have been something that the practised eye 
of the latter would have noticed. He was rather sur- 
prised to hear Mr. Wragg had not performed paracente- 
sis. He thought it was their sheet anchor in cases of 
tympanitic colic. Referring to the use of the trocar and 
cannula, Mr. Porch remarked that on two or three 
occasions he had seen ill effects arise from the punctur- 
ing, but that had probably been his own fault. Owing 
to the difficulty of getting near the horse he had probably 
not been able to perform the operation with proper 
aseptic precautions. He preferred to cut through the 
skin to forcing the trocar P hie it, for the reason that 
when one did this he was better able to tell whether 
be was puncturing the wall itself and escaping the 
longitudinal band where one had all the blood vessels. 

Mr. CauDWELL thought they were much indebted to 
Mr. Simpson for bringing these cases to their notice. 
He had punctured for tympanitie colic for the last 
twenty-five years, and he was first led to do it by a case 
of great urgency. A man having run out of oats and hay 
gave the horse a lot of barley, and the result was colic. 
When he was called in he saw at once that if the animal 
was not very soon relieved death would result, and hap- 
pening to have a small trocar in his possession he decided 
to make use of it. The operation gave almost immediate 
relief, andas the owner afterwards expressed astonish- 
ment that he had punctured the horse without first 
consulting him, he was very gratified when the horse 
recovered. Since then he had punctured without the 
slightest hesitation whenever it was necessary, and with- 
out asking his clients whether he might do so. With 
regard to Mr. Simpson’s case it had suggested itself to 
his mind that possibly the injury to the bowel was inflic- 
ted in the process of puncturing. 

Mr. Sruart remarked with reference to the wax 
treatment that he had not had any experience of its use. 
He had seen it used but in faking only. (Laughter.) 
That was for some bulldogs’ heads. The wax was 1n- 
jected under the skin and worked into shape for the pur- 
pose of making a second class bulldog look like a first 
class one. (Laughter). What the effect would be on 
the dog he did not know, but three months had already 
elapsed, and no ill effects had become apparent. With 
regard to the wax treatment for prolapsus ani he saw no 
reason why it should not be head rs § With regard to 
the other case mentioned by Mr. Simpson, that of caries 
of the teeth, he was afraid there was no other remedy 
but to draw the tooth. 

Mr. CHARLES remarked that he used to have a great 
many cases of colic, but latterly he was pleased to say 
they had been much less frequent. They had not heard 
very much that day about the cause of colic except indi- 
gestion, but in his own cases he had attributed the 
cause not entirely but to a very great extent to the fact 
that the horses were frequently strained. It was also @ 
curious fact that in one particular instance, —_ 
necessity for a lot of that heavy straining had ee one 
away with by the making of a roadway of old railway 
sleepers, there had been almost total absence of ee in 
thestables. He had another case the other day ‘ ae 
was rather puzzling to him until he had learnt 4 
facts. The mare had been attached to a heavy gs 
ture van and put on a job for which there oug t- 
have been at least two, if not three; and instead of ge 
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ting a second horse to help start the van out of the 
water channel the mare was set to do the task unaided. 
She did it with a jerk, but half-an-hour later it was 
down apparently from colic. He was called in and from 
the symptoms he diagnosed the case as one of bladder 
trouble and drew off the water which was rather a dark 
colour. No dung was passed for more than twenty-four 
hours, and the next morning he had almost made up his 
mind that it was a case of twist of the bowel and that 
he would have her knocked down, but she cheated him, 
and did the horse slaughterer out of a job, and was now 
working regularly again. This was another case in 
which, in his opinion, the trouble was caused by the 
straining, and that straining was also a very common 
cause of twist. With regard to puncturing, he punc- 
tured freely, and generally throagh the rectum. 

The President at this stage having to leave to catch 
his train, 

Mr. Wrace proposed a hearty vote of thanks to him 
for his conduct in the chair during the past year. 

Mr. SruarT seconded, and the proposition was at once 
carried by acclamation. 

Mr. SPENCER, in reply, said he desired to thank them 
for their kind recognition of his services, and he could 
only hope that his successor would have as pleasant a 
year of office as he had had. (App.) 

Mr. Stmpson, in replying to the discussion, remarked 

that he had been very pleased to find so much interest 
had been taken in his modest contribution. He did not 
think they could over estimate the value of puncturing 
in cases of tympanitis, especially where the symptoms 
were greatly aggravated, because in those cases they 
generally had the bowels so distended that no amount of 
purgatives would bring about contraction. He would 
be very pleased to watch future effects of the wax 
treatment in the case he had cited, and if it was of 
interest to them, to report the result at a future meeting. 
If wax would stand the test of time he thought it a 
much simpler operation than opening the bowels. 
_The CHarrMAN (Mr. Wragg) thought they would not 
like to separate without according Mr. Simpson a vote 
of thanks for his kindness in initiating what he was sure 
had been a most interesting and instructive discussion. 

Mr. Stuart seconded, adding that the paper Mr. 
Simpson had given possessed the additional merit of 
introducing something which they could all discuss. 

The proposition was at once carried by acclammation, 
and Mr. Simpson briefly acknowledged the compliment. 

J. ALEx. Topp, //on. See. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 22nd annual general meeting was held at the New 
London Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday, April 6th. The 

sident, Mr. A. H. Oliver, Devonport, being absent 
‘wing to illness, the chair was taken by Mr. William 
Ascott, Bideford, vice-president. There were also pre- 
me Messrs. G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock ; E. J. Thorburn, 
pechampton ; J. A. Collings, R. J. Collings, W. Roach, 
meet 5 H. E. Whitemore, Langport : A. G. Saunders, 
ae :C. E. Turvill, Ilminster ; Wm. Penhale, Hols- 
wag RK. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; P. G. Bond and 

4. Bloye, Plymouth ;and Frank G. Steward. 
frm “a minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 


for non-attendance were received from 
Han: Oliver, T. Olver, E. J. Bath, W. Wintle, A. T. 
Do ton, G. H. Elder, W. E. Taylor, A. P. Hawes, A. J. 


Prt R. G. Anderson, W. G. Gillam, and 


The Hon. Sec. reported he had written to the Presi- 
dent of the R.C.V.S. as requested at the last meeting 


calling his attention to an extract of a speech delivered 
by Lord Onslow which appeared in The Veterinary 
Record of Nov. 12th and protesting against 

Onslow’s proposals. The President replied asking for 


fuiler particulars of the speech but as he (the Secretary) 
was unable to furnish him with any other than what 
appeared in 7'he Veterinary Record nothing further had 
been done in the matter. 

A letter was read from Mr. Anderson, Wellington, re- 
signing from the Association, having left the West 
Country for practice in Scotland. 

A letter was also read from a member with regard to 
the scale of fees allowed by the Devon County Council. 
“ T consider it is high time we collectively demanded more 
reasonable fees. It isa gross insult to offer a veterinary 
surgeon 5s. for travelling eight miles (four each way) and 
examining say a flock of sheep for scab. If he has to 
overhaul 100 it would take him a whole day provided he 
discharged his duties in a conscientious manner, I mean 
before he could declare them free from disease. This 
provoked considerable discussion and the meeting being 
unanimously of the writer’s opinion, the President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary were asked to be a committee 
to make full enquiries into the matter and report to the 
next meeting, and at the same time suggest a scale of 
charges with a view to collective action. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Sec. of the National 
Veterinary Benevolentand Defence Society asking for sup- 
ort, and on the proposition of Mr. Roach, seconded by 
Mr. Wm. Penhale, it was resolved to give a donation of 
£2 2s. to the Benevolent branch of this Society. 
A letter was read from the Hon. Sec. of the Veteri- 
nary Hygiene Section of the Royal Institute of Pablic 
Health asking this Association to appoint delegates. 
No one present being willing to act, the appointment was 
left to the discretion of the President, on the proposition 
of Mr. R. Penhale, seconded by Mr. W. Penhale. 


BALANCE SHEET AND REPORT. 


The TREASURER presented his balance sheet showing 
a balance in hand of £28 4s. 105d. as compared with 
£28 17s. 44d. at the end of the previous year. Con- 
sidering the expenses during the year had been un- 
usually heavy this was considered very satisfactory. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The ofticers for the ensuing year were then elected as 
follows : 

President.—Mr. G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock. 
Vice-Presidents.— Messrs. A. H. Oliver, Devonport ; 
F. T. Harvey, St. Columb ; C. H. Golledge, Sherborne ; 
and E. J. Thorburn, Okehampton. 

Hon. Treaswrer.—Mtr. P. G. Bond, Plymouth. 

Hon. See.--Mr. Wm. Ascott, Bideford. 


New MEMBER. 


Mr. W. H. Davipson, of Wellington, was proposed by 
the Hon. See., and seconded by Mr. Gibbings, as a 
member of the Association. 

It was decided to hold the July meeting at Tavistock. 


HERNLA.. 
By H. E. Wurremore, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, —It is with considera- 
ble diftidence I am occupying the position of essayist 
this afternoon, first on account of my comparative youth 
as a member of the profession, secondly my shortness of 
membership of this Association. The subject I have 
chosen for this paper is one of considerable importance 
to the veterinary profession, and the ensuing discussion 
will, I hope, be of a profitable nature. [ am not in any 
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way an expert on hernia, and am not here with the idea 
of imparting any fresh knowledge on the subject, but to 
give the groundwork for a discussion which may be of 
service to some of us. 

Although ruptures are found in practically all the 
domesticated animal, I propose this afternoon to touch 
on them principally as concerning the horse. 

Sometimes a distiction is made between a hernia and 
a rupture, a hernia signifying a displacement and pas- 
sage through a natural opening of the abdomen of some 
organ, generally an abdominal viscus or part of one: a 
rupture is a condition in which the displacement takes 
place through an opening which is not natural. For 
the purposes of this paper I propose to treat all the con- 
ditions dealth with under the general name of herniz. 

The hernie generally recognised are Ventral, Umbili- 
cal, Inguinal and Scrotal, Perineal, Femoral or 
Crural, Pelvic, Diaphragmatic or Phrensic, Mesenteric, 
Omental. 

The causes of hernia ave many and various, sometimes 
congenital or developmental defects, such as too large 
natural openings (which sometimes seems to be heredit- 
ary, as in perineal hernia in young pigs), rearing, kick- 
ing and kicks, jumping, straining, violent efforts, horning, 
etc., are among the things which may produce hernia. 

Herniz are met with in three conditions, (1). Reduci- 
ble, (2). Irreducible, (3) Strangulated. Practically all 
are reducible at some time. They may be called Reducible 
when the swelling disappears on pressure, or on placing 
the animal in a suitable position. Jrreducible when 
owing to some change the contents of the sac cannot be 
returned to the abdomen, such changes as adhesion, 
small opening, ete. Strangulated when from some cause 
the circulation of the herniated part, or parts, is inter- 
fered with, and in the case of intestine the passage of 
the fwces. This condition is of course very serious, 
quickly leaning to necrosis of the part and death. Stran- 
gulation may be followed by decrease in size of opening 
pres: increased contents of sac; twist (if a loop of 

wel ). 

The hernial sac is variously composed, sometimes lined 
by peritoneum. Inguinal and scrotal hernia are always 
lined by peritoneum, the hernia generally lies between 
the tunica reflexa and tunica vaginalis testes, in rare 
cases outside the former. Sometimes as in ventral 
hernia the peritoneum ruptures and recedes; the sac 
may then be composed of skin only, of skin and muscle, 
of skin and tunica abdominalis, or of skin, tunica abdo- 
minalis and aponeurosis. 

The contents of the sac are generally either intestine, 
constituting enteroce/e ; or omentum, constituting eprp- 
locele, or sometimes both 

Occasionally other organs, as the stomach, liver, spleen, 
uterus, ete. are herniated. 

The diagnosis of hernia is sometimes very easy and 
sometimes difficult. In the case of umbilical and ventral 
hernia, finding the abdominal opening is sufficient ; the 
general feeling of the swelling is also of course a great 
guide—-its softness, elasticity, freedom from pain, ete., 
(although this latter does not always apply in the case 
of arecent rupture). | Sometimes in ventral hernia the 
rupture in the muscles is Oblique, and the opening may 
be five or six inches in front of, or behind, the swelling 
and the abdominal opening cannot easily be discovered. 
Sometimes it is difficult to ‘distinguish a hernia from an 
abscess or hematoma, the use of the exploring needle is 
here recommended. 

The prognosis in all cases depends on the age of the 
animal, the size, position and general condition of the 
hernia. Recovery is frequently spontaneous in young 
animals, especial,y in umbilical and scrotal hernia, a 
reason given being that while the abdomen increases in 
size, the omentum does not increase in length, and so 
drags the bowel, or itself back. 


I propose to take the different forms, or situations 
of hernia as already enumerated, and treat them separ. 
ately. 

VENTRAL HERNIA, 

These are among the commonest forms of hernia and 
are generally the result of an accident or excessive mus. 
cular exertion, although some authorities believe in e9n- 
genital fissures in the abdominal walls, which presumably 
afterwards become patent under the influence of pres. 
sure, etc. The contents of the hernia in the horse are 
generally intestine or omentum, sometimes both. The 
size of the hernia varies considerably, may be the size of 
an egg or may attain almost any size, relatively speaking, 
depending on the extent and situation of the rupture in 
the abdominal walls. 

Ventral herniz are sometimes multiple. I saw a case 
in a shire mare, where there were about a dozen distinet 
ruptures on the floor of the abdomen, presenting some- 
what the appearance of huge varicose veins, protruding 
here and there. 

Some cases, such as small herniz high up in the flank, 
do not require treatment, they are only patent during 
exertion, or contraction of the abdominal muscle, do not 
interfere with the animal’s usefulness (although they of 
course would with the sale) and unless strangulation 
sets in may be left alone. Cases low down, or of any 
size in any situation, may call for active interference. 

The methods of cure may comprise:—1. Trusses, 
2. Inducement of inflammation of, and cicatricial con- 
traction of the skin of the hernial sac by blisters, ete. 
3. Subcutaneous injections of common salt, alcohol, ete. 
around the rupture, 4. Application of clams, 5. Ligation 
either single or multiple, of the sac, or 6. herniotomy. 
The last operation, divided sometimes into external 
and internal herniotomy may be performed of necessity, 
as in strangulation, or as a means of prevention and 
cure. 

Trusses. These are seldom of service except in the 
case of small ruptures, in foals particularly, situated low 
down. The chief difficulty is in keeping the truss in 
place, the best form I have found to be those made from 
an ordinary wide web surcingle with a piece remov 
from each side about 9 inches long and replaced by three 
or fonr pieces of rubber cord such as boys use for cata- 
pults, a piece of thick leather stitched on the girth and 
a tampon of tow to exert equal pressure on the hernia. 
The rubber cord enables such a truss to be applied firmly 
without fear of producing necrosis of the sac, and also 
by expanding and contracting with the different move- 
ments of the body keeps the truss in place. Pitch plas 
ters are sometimes used, collodion also. 

Application of blistering substances to the sac.—-Cav- 
tharides, sulphuric, nitric and chromic acids, bichromate 
of potash (one-three ) are among the substances used, 
the powerful inorganic acids being applied in lines with 
aglass rod. The actual cautery is also used with the 
same object, namely, to produce swelling and cicatricial 
contraction of the skin. ; 

Subcutaneous injections of common salt ard _aleohol 
have been used by some Continental authorities, the 
effect being the same as the blisters taf 

The foregoing methods are only of service 1n smal 
ruptures and generally speaking in young animals. 

Clams. This method is used almost exclusively 
some people. After casting and securing the anne 
the hernia is reduced, the sac pulled well up, and : 
clams applied as closely to the body as possible, taking 
care not so apply them too tightly at first, or there # 
danger of too rapid sloughing. This may be preves 
from slipping by skewers passed through the skin belov 
the clams, or through the clam itself, some being ne 
vided with holes for that purpose. The clams may = 
be secured (to prevent loss) by tapes, ete. aroun days 
body. The sac generally sloughs off in 10 to 12 days.- 
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Clams are particularly useful in the case of herniz with 

Ligation of the sae. ae ligation is practised in 
the case of ruptures of small extent where the base is 
not too bruad, the insertion of skewers at right angles to 
each other prevents the slipping of the ligature and 
makes a sort of neck for the application of it. Multiple 
ligation is a method recommended by Miller. The skin 
of the sac being ligatured in sections, under antiseptic 
recautions, as closely as possible to the abdomen, the 
featured sac sloughs off in 10 to 14 days. 

| operated by this method once for an hernia in a pony, 
but although the rupture was cured, owing noche oe 
to some fault in operation the sac did not slough off but 
left 2 purse-like fold of skin, which [I was about to 
remove some weeks afterwards when the animal devel- 
oped tetanus and died. 

Herniotomy. This operation is sometimes divided 
into external and internal herniotomy, the peritoneum 
not being divided in the former. The extent of the 
operation depends on the extent of the rupture in the 
abdominal walls, the probability of adhesions and 
whether any strangulation is present. , The animal 
should be cast, placed in the most convenient position 
for operating, chloroformed, the hernia reduced, the hair 
removed, and the site of operation thoroughly cleansed 
and disinfected. Aseptic cloths saturated in an anti- 
septic laid on each side of the operation area prevent 
trouble in the event of prolapse of the bowel, and it is 
recommended to encase the feet in damp cloths to pre- 
vent any particles of dirt therefrom being thrown on to 
the wound during operation. The different layers of the 
sac are then incised the whole length of the hernial 
swelling, the bowels exposed, adhesions, if any, carefully 
broken down, the contents of the hernia if they have not 
already slipped back, returned to the abdomen, and the 
abdominal opening sutured, using tape sutures inserted 
about } inch apart, and taking care not to pass them 
beyond the muscular layer into the subperitoneal fat, or 
through the peritoneum, as they promote adhesions by 
contact with the intestines and the fat undergoes a form 
of degeneration. The skin should be clamped or sutured 
to afford support. 

Uniilical Hernia, -- Most often seen in young 
animals, Often due to heavy pulling of the umbilical 
cord, sometimes seems to be hereditary, due to the 
abnormal size of the umbilical ring. The methods of 
treatment are similar to those for ventral hernia, per- 
sonally | generally use the skewer and ligature method 
of operation for young animals. I have never seen an 
wnbilical hernia in an animal over two years old. 

Inguinal and Serotal Hernia.--The passage of an 
abdominal visens or portion through the inner abdom- 
inal ring into the upper part of the inguinal canal con- 
stitutes inguinal hernia; if the vigscus descends to the 
‘crotum itis termed scrotal. Fairly frequently seen in 
toals where recovery is sometimes spontaneous, found 

so in older stallions, when the condition is more 
serious. An abnormal width of the inner abdominal 
Ting, abdominal pressure caused by tympanites, severe 
£xertion, violent kicking, in old stallions the pall of 
argely developed testicles, are among the causes assign 
he condition is occasionally seen in geldings. 

nguinal hernia, especially if of small size and consist- 
lug of omentum, may be overlooked unless strangula- 
tion occurs, Strangulation is generally first indicated 
rd colicky pains. It is said that the animals do not 
a themselves about as in other violent colics, but 
80 down gradually, show patchy sweats about the body, 
inte position of staling etc. ; as the strangulation 
a tases the pain becomes more acute, animal walks 

und, always keeps the head up, may assume various 
Fog on kneel down with muzzle resting on the ground, 
on on his back, sit on his haunches, sigh a good deal, 

'Y show hiecoughs, sometimes vomiting. In stallions 


the testicle of the affected side is generally firmly drawn 
up, while the other exhibits peculiar jumping move- 
ments. These movements of the testicles are said to be 
diagnostic. Death rapidly ensues unless the hernia can 
be reduced. 

Operation.—The animal is cast, chloroformed, and 
placed on his back, reduction may then be attempted by 
carefully kneading the top of the inguinal canal, taxis 
being also exerted per rectum, the leg of the affected 
side being, if possible pulled outwards and backwards. 
Failing reduction thus, herniotomy must be performed. 
Where it is important to preserve the testicles the follow- 
ing operation is recommended :—The scrotum and tunica 
vaginalis are cautiously divided at the outer side in the 
neighbourhood of the inguinal ring, the herniotome, or 
probe pointed bistoury passed along the canal, the ab- 
dominal ring divided outwards and forwards, a small 
incision being generally sufficient. A director or two 
fingers may be inserted to act as a guide for the hernio- 
tome and as a shield for the intestine ete. After reduc- 
tion of the hernia the wound is sewn up. The strictest 
asepsis 1s necessary. 

Where strangulation has not supervened, and after 
reduction of the hernia, prevention of its return is said to 
be sometimes accomplished by producing swelling of the 
spermatic cord and occlusion of the abdominal ring. 
One method is by massage of the cord, and another by a 
ligature applied outside the scrotum for a certain length 
of time. 

Where there is no need to save the testicle, in fact 
where the operation is done with a view to castration as 
well as reducing the hernia, the following method is 
practised : The animal is cast, chloroformed, the hernia 
reduced, the scrotum incised down to the tunica vaginalis 
around which, and the spermatic cord, a short wooden 
clam is applied as close as possible to the inguinal ring, 
the cord and tunica being twisted before the application 
of the clam, the cord is then divided half an inch below 
the clam. 

Another method is the application of a long steel clam 
outside the skin, the testicle and all its coverings is 
pulled well up from the body, and the clam applied as 
near the body as possible. The testicle being left to 
slongh off. 

Another method is to reduce the hernia, open scrotum, 
and remove the testicle, ligaturing or searing the cord : 
allow it to recede until level with the inguinal ring, then 
suture the cord to the lips of the ring, thus using it as a 
plug. 

Another plan is to return the cord to the abdomen 
after castration and suture the inguinal ring, not draw- 
ing the edges together, but forming a sort of lattice work. 

Suturing of the inner abdominal ring has been des- 
cribed, but this entails passing the hand into the 
abdomen. 

There is a condition described by Moller which he 
terms false inguinal hernia or peritoneal-scrotal hernia 
in which the omentum intestine, ete., passess, not 
through the inner abdominal ring, but through a rupture 
in the wall of the inguinal canal below it. The hernia 
thus lying outside the tunica vaginalis. The condition 
has a great resemblance to genuine inguinal hernia but 
the swelling appears higher up and the base is more 
pointed, sometimes resembling a peaked night-cap. 

Perineal Hernia. condition most frequently found 
in dogs, sometimes in the cow and ewe. In dogs gener- 
ally found at the root of the tail, and in cows under the 
vagina pressing forward the labix of the vulva. 

Crural Herniaw.—-\ very rare form of hernia which 
takes place through the crural canal and appears on the 
inner surface of the thigh at the point where the vena 
saphena leaves the surface. 

Reduction is assisted by taxis perrectam. Blistering 
the sac, the use of clams, etc., are recommended, and the 


sac has been opened after reduction of the hernia and 
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the canal closed by suturing Pouparts ligament to the 
sartorius muscle. 

Pelvic Hernia.--Commonly called “ gut-tie” in oxen. 
Seen in two to three year old oxen or steers, caused by 
the divided end of the spermatic cord becoming fixed 
and the cord tense, and a piece of bowel caught between 
the cord and the pelvis; or by a portion of bowel be- 
coming strangulated after passage through a rupture 
in the peritoneal coat of the spermatic cord; or by the 
free end of the cord encircling a portion of bowel. 

The symptoms manifested are colicky pains, great 
tendency to hack, indigestion, constipation, tympany, 
etc,, sometimes pain manifested on pressure on the right 
flank, and on examination per rectum a swelling is felt, 
and towards the middle line the tensely stretched cord. 

Some cases are said to have been cured by raising the 
hind quarters of the animal, walking him down hill, ete. 
In some reposition has been effected per rectum, also 
breaking down of the fixed spermatic cord. 

Where these means fail, an operation through the 
flank must be performed—open the right flank, pass the 
hand through towards the pelvis, search for the fixed 
spermatic cord and either break down its attachments 
or divide the cord, this releases the bowels, the flank is 
then sutured up. 

Phrenic or Diaphragmatic Hernia.—The passage of 
abdominal viscera into the thorax through a rupture in 
the diaphragm, generally caused by sudden falls, etc. If 
the rupture is of considerable extent, and Jarge masses 
of viscera enter the thoracic cavity death may ensue 
almost suddenly from asphyxia. Where the rupture is 
of any extent there is marked disturbance in the breath- 
idg; the animal having a broken-winded action due to 
the abdominal muscles having to take the place of the 
ruptured diaphragm. There is also some degree of colic. 
Peristaltic sounds may also be detected in the chest, 
but are not in themselves diagnostic of phrenic hernia, 
as it is very difficult to be certain whether they come 
from the thorax or the abdomen. If the rupture is a 
small one it may be difficult to diagnose. The condi- 
tion sooner or later entails death by strangulation, ete. 

Mesenteric hernia.—Consists of a piece of small intes- 
tine herniated through a rupture in the great omentum. 

Omental hernia.—Consists of the introduction of a 
piece of intestine into the great omental sac either 
through the foramen of Winslow, or through a rupture. 
These conditions are not diagnosable during life, and 
are only found post-mortem. 


DISCUSSION. 


The CuarrMan said he desired to congratulate Mr. 
Whitemore not only for his paper but also for having 
chosen such a practical subject which for that reason 
would be sure to attract a good discussion. With re- 
gard to the causes of herniz, he agreed with Mr. White- 
more that most cases of umbilical hernia were congeni- 
tal, but he also believed that except in obvions cases the 
majority of ventral hernia were also congenital—that if 
they were not apparent the predisposing weakness was 

resent. He had never seen such a case of multiple 

erniz as described by Mr. Whitemore, and he should 
think it must be unique of its kind. Was any attempt 
ever made to operate on it ? Cases of scrotal arid umbili- 
cal hernia together, and umbilical and ventral hernia 
were fairly common. With regard to this treatinent of 
herniz he expected there would be, in fact he hoped 
there would bea considerable discussion as to the merits 
of the various methods. He had had very little suecess 
with trusses, pitch plasters or blisters, except in such 
cases as would probably have recovered without any 
treatment. He knew that some of those present were 
very partial to trusses, but he had found them a 
nuisance. Simple ligation was very effectual, but was 
open to the objection that a small hard knob, about the 
size of the top of one’s thumb, was frequently left as a 


blemish. Multiple ligation also had its drawbacks, aye 
of which had been very well described by Mr. White. 
more. The hernia was cured, but a fold of skin oftep 
remained unless elastic ligatures were used, and they 
again required considerable care in applying or the parts 
sloughed too quickly. He always relied on steel clams, 
and had never had a failure with cases on the floor of 
the abdomen. He had one case now treating, however, 
which he had not so far succeeded in curing 
although the clams had been put on twice and 
large folds of skin and muscle sloughed off. In this 
case the hernia was situated in the right flank close to 
the ribs. He would have tried herniotomy but the hole 
was so close to the rib he was afraid after Opening it he 
would not have been able to get a good hold for the 
stitches on that side. The hernia is oblique and about 
3 inches long by 1 inch wide, and he should be glad to 
receive suggestions as to its treatment. He had never 
found that skewers were required to keep the clams on, 
but a certain amount of care was required when tighten- 
ing the screws a day or two after for he had known them 
to be unscrewed in mistake, and then naturally they 
might be expected to drop off. Neither did he like 
securing the clams by tying them with tapes around the 
body, for he had known these to be caught in nails or 
door catches, ete., and the whole thing torn off. If the 
colt was allowed out at all whilst the clams were on, and 
it was frequently most convenient to allow them to run 
out, he tied a bit of coloured rag to the clams to assist 
in finding them when they dropped off. He was not 
uite clear what Mr. Whitemore meant by his remark 
that he had never seen a case of umbilical hernia in a 
colt over two years old. Did he mean by that they were 
always cured spontaneously by the time they arrived at 
that age! If so he disputed it as he had seen cases in 
horses much older than that. There was always a risk 
in allowing cases of umbilical hernia to go without treat- 
ment because so many of them recover spontaneously 
in the fact that colts would break occasionally, and he 
had known several cases in which a thorn or nail or 
stake had canght the pendulons parts and allowed the 
intestines to escape. : 

With regard to the treatment of scrotal hernia. [0 
entires if the hernia was reducible, he remembered, and 
others present doubtless would also remember, that Prof. 
Robertson taught them there was no need, in performing 
what is known as the covered operation, to incise the 
skin, but the clams might with advantage be placed over 
the skin cord and all, and the parts sloughed off as 
umbilical hernia. He had practised this on many occa- 
sions and could testify as to its efficacy. Stitching the co 
to the ring to plug it, or lattice suturing the ring soun 
alright but was an unnecessary risk. If the hernia was 
strangulated, however, it was of course necessary t0 
operate, and the many recorded cases taught them how 
much they might attempt in these cases and succeed. t 
seemed to him they need never despair. He well remetl- 
bered some seven or eight years ago operating on a Mg 
and in the night after the operation a loop of bowel ~ 
down into the scrotum through the hole he had made 
beside the inner ring into the peritoneal cavity, a" 
became so badly strangulated owing to the swelling i 
the lacerated parts that before it could be returned the 
hole had to be made fully as large again, and yet t Fe 
colt made a splendid recovery and was never the wots? 
for it. the 

Mr. Grpsinés said he would like to comment 0” af 
frequency of scrotal herni. A very large proportion 
these were present at or immediately after birth, an Z 
should think quite 90 per cent of them recovered sp¢ 
taneously. Many cases were quite unexpecte be 
colts were thrown for castration, and then many hon 
not noticed, and he knew no more unpleasant ox oly 
than to find an escape of bowels during or eS siz 
after the operation. He did not think umbilical her 
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recovered spontaneously so often as was sometimes sug- 


gested, at any rate it was not his experience. He was a 
great believer in a on fitted truss in cases occur- 


ring in 3 or 4 months old colts, but they required 
attention, and the colt should be kept indoors. In colts 
over 9 or 10 months old, however, he had not been so 
pleased. He had found tetanus a great bugbear in oper- 
ating by ligation, but since he had taken the precaution 
to inject anti-tetanin serum before operating he had had 
no trouble in that respect, consequently he always used 
it now. 

There was one hernia Mr. Whitemore had omitted to 
mention and that was hernia of the uterus. He had had 
avery bad case of this kind recently in a mare. He was 
called to her when she was due to foal and with very 
great difficulty succeeded in extracting a living foal, but 
the mare died, probably from septic poisoning. He 
would like to ask Mr. Whitemore what kind of material 
he used for his sutures in multiple ligation. 

Mr. Buoys said he should like to congratulate the 

essayist not only on his production but also on his début 
asan essayist. He thought we should endeavour as an 
Association to cultivate native talent as much as possi- 
ble. The paper was an excellent one, covering a large 
field. With much of it he entirely agreed, and there 
was very little left to criticise. He agreed with the 
essayist that generally ventral hernia was accidenta! and 
umbilical hernia congenital. Treatment by the clam 
method was universally successful, so was the old skewer 
and ligature method, but he always took the precaution 
now to use anti-tetanin serum when operating. He 
wished to draw attention to a point which had not heen 
mentioned, viz., those cases where there was attachment 
of bowel tothe skin. Insuch a case the best operator 
would fail if the condition were not recognised. Having 
a large hernia to treat some years ago, and having read 
that Kahn injected mustard subcutaneously around the 
opening he wrote him on the subject. He replied at 
length and said “ This was no use in large herniz. In 
such cases the plan which he adopted was as follows : 
After rendering the parts thoroughly antiseptic he 
pushed the hernia, skin and all, into the abdomen, drew 
the skin above and below togethe~, and ligatured en 
wasse.” At that time he must confess he was afraid to 
do it, but in the light of later knowledge he should not 
be afraid to try it now should such a case again present 
itself. Trusses had never been of any assistance to him 
inthe treatment of hernia, possibly becanse he had never 
applied one when the patient was young enongh. He 
had always found them utter failures. He had_prac- 
ised herniotomy once on a cow with a large ventral 
hernia with complete success, but we must remember 
we can tamper with the peritoneum of a cow with much 
Seater impunity than with that of a horse. 

Mr. THORBURN said the paper was most interesting, 
and one which gave everyone an opportunity of joining 
it the discussion. In the treatment of umbilical hernia 
he had. never had any failure with a properly fitted 
truss, and in his experience it was far superior to clams 
‘or skewers, It never failed in colts from six to eighteen 
onths old, and the risk of the clams or skewers get- 
ting caught and torn off was avoided. It was wonder- 

ul what good recoveries sometimes took Jace in cases 
‘of protrusion of the bowels caused by stakes and injnries, 

provided, of course, that the bowel itself was not injured. 
hey called to a case some little while ago where 
: ut three feet of bowel was protruding through a small 
re the umbilical region. The bowel was covered 

Afte filth and _Tecovery was hardly to be expected. 

the cleansing it the wound had to be enlarged before 

Mitch wel could be returned. The inner walls were 

ie a with catgut and the skin with iodoform tape, 

eden did splendidly. As a previous speaker had 
they ought never to despair. 


with much pleasure to Mr. Whitemore’s very practical 
and very interesting paper on this important subject. 
His experience of the various treatments agreed with 
some and differed from others. He had found trusses 
most successful in cases up to one year old. They required 
to be carefully fitted and to remain on about tive weeks. 
The worst feature of them was that they were generally 
returned torn, very dirty, and in such a condition as to 
cost a lot in repairs. He had also found that operatin 
by the stitching method was successful, but he had h 
cases of tetanus supervene, and preferred the truss. He 
believed that the younger the animals when treatment 
was adopted the better. Scrotal hernia was not very 
common in his district, and.he agreed with Mr. Gibbings 
that nine out of ten recovered spontaneously. 

Mr. Bonp said he was extremely obliged to Mr. 
Whitemore for the trouble he must have taken, and he 
thonght there was no need to go outside the Association 
when we could get such good papers from its members. 
The difficulty was they couldn’t always get them. He 
thonght they might at some of their meetings adopt the 
same plan as the Medical Association and get five or six 
of the members to bring forward a selection of every day 
cases for discussion. He did not think it mattered 
much what treatment they adopted for umbilical hernia 
or whether they left them alone, they all recovered. For 
scrotal hernia the covered operation was certainly the 
best treatment they could adopt. Ventral hernia, 
except on the floor of the abdomen, doesn’t often call for 
interference. He had had several cases in the flank, and 
they scarcely ever prevented the horse from working. 
He agreed with previous speakers as to the marvellous 
recoveries that occasionally took place after protrusion 
of bowels, and related a case that occurred when he was — 
operating on a rig. 

Mr. R. J. Co“trnes noticed Mr. Whitemore alluded 
to inguinal hernia being rare in geldings, he believed it 
was, and being interesting on that account he should 
like to mention a case he treated successfully. The 
horse was showing signs of abdominal pain similar to 
that caused by impaction and was treated in the usual 
way. The following morning he noticed a swelling in 
the scrotum about the size of two fists. This he suc- 
ceeded in reducing by manipulation in about  half-an- 
hour and rectal traction, after which the horse became 
free from pain and had not had any return of the hernia. 

Mr. Wuitemorg, in his reply, said he begged to thank 
Mr. Ascott for opening the discussion. Many cases of 
ventral hernia were congenital, but many were known 
to be accidental. The multiple hernia case he mentioned 
in his paper was never treated by operation. The horse 
would frequently suffer from colic and the owner used 
to massage the hernia himself until relieved, but eventu- 
ally he died, probably the owner massaged him too vigor- 
ously on that occasion. He thonght the enlargement 
which was left after simple ligation usually disappeared 
in the course of 12 months or so. He had only attempted 
herniotomy once, and then he was handicapped by hav- 
ing no one to assist him with the chloroform. In spite 
of the interruptions this necessitated he sneceeded in 
reducing the hernia, stitching the walls, and getting 
clams onover all, but a week later this colt got into 
difficulties and the inner stitches of half the wound 
burst. Then he applied a truss, and things appeared to 
be going on satisfactorily when she fell into a ditch and 
was drowned. He had never seen an umbilical hernia 
in a colt over two years old, but he didn’t mean to assert 
that it never occurred, only he had never seen one. 
Replying to Mr. Gibbings, he was interested to hear 
of the large proportion of foals with scrotal hernia that 
recovered, he did not think the proportion was anything 
like so large in his district. He had never tried trusses 
very much, the little experience he had of them not hav- 
ing encouraged him to continue their use. He should 


W. Penman (Holsworthy) said he had listened 


like to know what truss Mr. Gibbings and other speakers 
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had found so useful? He much preferred the ligature 
and skewer method, and was very glad to say tetanus 
was not common in his district. As a ligature he used 
ordinary carpet thread three or four times doubled., 
boiled and twisted. 

Replying to Mr. Thorburn, he said he did not men- 
tion prolapse of the bowel thinking it to be rather 
ontside the scope of the paper. What had been said 
by several showed them is with care the peritoneum 
even of a horse could be handled almost with impunity. 
He desired to conclude by thanking them one and all 
for the kindness with which they had treated him. 


The meeting concluded with votes of thanks to the 
Essayist, Chairman, and retiring President, to whom 
the Secretary was also requested to convey the sympathy 
of the members on bis illness. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting of Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held on Wednesday afternoon, 
April 19th, the following members being present : Col. 
Duck, C.B., Messrs. Garnett, McKinna, Mulvey, Simpson, 
Villar and Wragg; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor) and Mr. A. 
W. Hill (Secretary). 

The Secretary: [ have received a communication 
from our President saying that he met with an accident 
three or four days ago, and that he fears that he will be 
unable to attend the meeting to-day. 

Mr. Stupson : I believe it is usual in these cireum- 
stances for the senior Vice-President to take the Chair. 
I therefore propose that Mr. Villar occupy the Chair at 
this meeting. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the resolution, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

The Chair was then taken by Mr. Villar.) 

he Secretary having read the notice convening the 
meeting, on the motion of Mr. MuLvey, seconded by 
Mr. McKrinna, the minutes of the last Special Meeting, 
held on April 7th, were taken as read ; and on the motion 
of Mr. Smmpson, seconded by Mr. McKinna, they were 
contirmed, subject to the insertion of the word “out” in 
line 2 of Mr. Simpson’s motion, which should have read 
“That a special blank voting paper shall be sent out to 
members out of the United Kingdom,” ete. 


Morion sy Mr. Srmmpson. 


Mr. Mutvey: Before Mr. Simpson moves his resolu- 
tion, I think there is another printer’s error, or an error 
has been made by the Secretary. The word “blank” 
should not appear in the motion. 

Mr. Simpson : It is obvious that it is an error on the 
part of somebody, because it cannot be a blank voting 


ly a if it contains the names of the retiring members. 
thi 


nk it is a pure mistake. I think the wording passed 
by the Committee was “a special voting paper.” 

The Secretary then read the notice which had been 
suspended on the board, and stated that it agreed with 
the wording appearing on the notice of the meeting. 

Mr. Mutvey : But that is in your writing. 

The Secretary : It is approved by the mover. 

Mr. Simpson : I am bound to say that I signed it. But 
have you my original copy ? 

Mr. Mutvey: [ think we might delete it without any 
bother. 

Mr. Simpson : It is blank to an extent, because it will 
not contain the names of all those who are nominated 


after four months prior to the sending out of the papers, 

Mr. THatcHerR: I think I should eon it as itis, 

Mr. Mutvey: There is no objection to deleting the 
word “blank”, is there? It would read better. 

The CHAIRMAN : The meaning is quite obvious, having 
regard to what follows. 

Mr. Simpson: Then as the member who proposed this 
resolution at a previous Council Meeting, ‘i beg to pro- 
pose “ That this Special Meeting of Council contirms the 
alteration of eke 3 passed at its last meeting, and 
that the seal of the College be attixed thereto authoris. 
ing the alteration, viz., “That a special blank voting 
ae shall be sent out to members out of the United 

ingdom four months prior to the election, containing a 
full list of Members of Council, with their attendances, 
and giving the names of retiring members in red ink, 
and a list of any candidates nominated at that date.” 

Mr. McKinna seconded the resolution, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Col. Duck : Seeing that we shall send out the cireu- 
lars to the whole of the profession, would it not be as 
well if they were worded grammatically? They will 
go all over the world. 

The CHAIRMAN : Seeing that that notice has already 
been suspended for three months on the notice board, 
and that they are the words which have actually been 
in my opinion it is outside our power to alter 
them. 

Mr. THatcHER: That is so. 

Col. Duck : It does not alter the sense in any way. 

Mr. Mutvey: It simply deals with the grammatical 
construction of the sentence. 

The meeting then terminated. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT—MILK. 


At Marylebone, John Roberts, a farmer, of Easton 
Maudit, Northamptonshire, appeared in answer to two 
summonses, taken out by the St. Pancras Borongl 
Council, charging him, as owner of a churn of milk sold 
to the Dairy Supply Company (Limited) which was un 
wholesome and unfit for food, with depositing the milk 
at Euston Station for sale. Mr. Clarke Hall, barrister, 

rosecuted; and Mr. Freke Palmer, solicitor, defended. 

r. Clarke Hall said that the proceedings were taken 
under Section 47 of the Public Health (London) Act. 
The defendant had been under contract with the Dairy 
Supply Company since March 25th, 1904, to supply them 
with pure new milk. On February 20 the churn of wilk 
was sent to London and was seen at Euston Station by 
Mr. Osborn, a sanitary inspector in the employ of the 
Council, who feund on the top dirt, consisting of cow 
dung, straw, and hair. Dr. Sykes, the medical officer 
of health, pronounced the milk unfit for food. It was 
brought to that Court, and Mr. Paul Taylor condemned 
it. ‘Three samples, two from the sn and one from the 
bottom, were submitted for analysis to Dr. 7 
bacteriologist at Guy’s Hospital. The result showed t - 
presence of a brownish deposit amounting to at least 
per cent. in the samples taken from the top and 8 - 
cent inthe sample taken from the bottom, consisting 
almost entirely of fecal matter and pus cells. Expet! 
ments were made with this stuff on a healthy gumes 
pig, and it was shown that the offensive matter a 
tained tubercle bacilli, the post-mortem examina o 
of the animal shov ing clearing that it was affected 
tuberculosis. He submitted that it was milk 0 -* 
kind that was responsible for the large mortality wraith 
children, and as it was a real danger to the public! oe 
the council had determined to take action. — re 
was then called in support of the statement. . had 
defence Mr. Freke Palmer said that the difficulty 2° 
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Waite. He removed to California three years ago 
because of the poor health of Mrs. Greswell. He came to 
Denver a week ago to testify in the Hindry-Globe case 
at the solicitation of Charles Hughes, Jn., leading coun- 
sel for Mr. Hindry. 

Mr. Rose has taken charge of Dr. Greswell’s effects. 
He telegraphed to friends of Mrs. Greswell telling of the 
sad death, but because of her critical condition, the news 
has been withheld from Mrs. Greswell. Besides Mrs. 
Greswell, a son, Richard, aged 16 years, and a daughter, 
Betty, aged 3 years, survive. By request of Dr. Gres- 
well before his death, the funeral service was from the 
undertaking parlours of W. P. Horan, and consisted of 
no ceremony other than the gathering of a few old friends 
to take a last look at the form cold in death.—-Denver, 
Col., Republican, March 17, (Ex. Amer. Vet. Rev.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“OUR COUNCIL.” 
Sir, 

I have read the account of the recent Council Meeting 
with some curiosity, as I was anxious to see whether the 
members of Council would countenance the action of one of 
their number in a proceeding which, if adopted, an ordinary 
member of the profession would probably, and I think 
deservedly so, receive a very severe reprimand from those 
qualified to administer it; but beyond a question by one 
member which was not taken up by the others, I saw no 
reference to it and I conclude that the responsible position 
held by the offending party was sufficient to screen him in 
this matter. It is possible that the majority of our Coun- 
cilmen are imbued with the spirit of good friendship to one 
another and are inclined to shut their eyes to shortcomings 
by one of their number; or are afraid that sinister motives 
might be attributed to their questioning the actions of one 
in authority, but let them be reminded that they are elected 
for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of the profes- 
sion, and that the profession look to them todo so. They 
must not then hereafter blame the members if they follow 
the lead, when they see an action undoubtedly worthy of 
their strictest attention passed over presumably because it 
is carried out by one of their number whose actions should 
be above questioning. 

“ Advertising and touting’’ in any form whatever have, I 
believe, been deprecated by our Council and receive the 
reprimand they deserve in the majority of cases, but before 
the Council sits in judgment on those outside its own circle, 
let them enquire seriously if, by shutting their eyes to an 
action by one of their own number, which unless satisfac- 
torily explained constitutes an offence, they are not creating 
a dangerous precedent ? 

It is due to the profession who elected them to their 
honourable position that they first show that they are, when 
occasion offers, prepared to put sentiment on one side and 
act to one of their own number as they would to an out- 
sider, although he may hold a position which should put 
him above suspicion. 

No doubt a satisfactory explanation would be forthcoming, 
but do not let them take it for granted ; let them show that 
stern impartiality which should characterise all those quali- 
fied to administer justice, and which the members expect to 
find in the representatives they elect on the Council,— 
T remain, yours faithfully, 

Country PRactTITIONER. 


THE ELECTION OF COUNCIL 
Sir, 

It is not always easy to understand what Mr. Upton 
means; those lines in his letter referring to “coffee,’’ 
“‘perfection,’’ and ‘‘parasites’’ for instance, can only be 
guessed at, but he has shown himself inspired in his final 
paragraph. The country veterinary surgeon is already 
doomed. There is but little left for him but castration and 
difficult parturitions. The advertisers of medicine chests 
who attend all the fairs and markets have completely cap- 


tured the trade in “drinks,’’ balls, liniments, and othe 
compounds, by the sale of which the farriers of a forme 
generation made such handsome profits. ‘ Orders” usej 
to come in—and “tell it not in Gath ’’—used to be solicited 
for cleansing drenches, cough draughts, fever draughts and 
balls, tonic and condition powders etc., etc., etc. But these 
glorious times have gone forever. We have joined (rightly) 
in the study of preventive medicine ; preventing ourselves 
from selling such things by teaching the farmer that clean. 
sing drinks are not necessary, and that habitual druggingis 
undesirable ; retiring in our modesty from an untenable 
position, as members of a liberal profession, to make room 
for the absolutely unscrupulous trader, who books plenty of 
orders for medicines, which yield him a splendid profit and 
a hearty laugh in his sleeve, at the poor devil in the neigh. 
bourhood who will be called to fatal cases at night when the 
miraculous cure-all has failed. 

Veterinary surgeons and other persons with veterinary 
knowledge have distributed literature, giving such useful 
information on common ailments that the average man of 
intelligence does not send for a practitioner for every trifling 
malady among his stock. Besides, he may have seen some- 
thing of Army ways, or of the customs of those candid 
veterinary surgeons who profess very little belief in medi- 
cine and much faith in Nature; men who merely holda 
watching brief and book visits without doing anything, or 
perhaps prescribing any drugs. The stockowner thinks he 
can do without them, and is backed up in the belief by the 
vendor of medicine chests who supplies a book with instrue- 
tions how to use the blue, green, or brown oils and drinks, 
which never fail if takenin time. The County Councils have 
taken rates of veterinary surgeons to pay a brother 
to come into the district and teach hygiene, and even 
to write prescriptions for use in common ailments. 
Shall we say that all this is wrong, and that the animal 
vywning population ought to have remained in ignorance, in 
order that they might give us full employment and plenty 
of orders for our crude pharmaceutical preparations? Shall 
we pretend that a man of common sense, and accustomed 
to observe stock in health. is quite unable to diagnose the 
common ailments and prescribe for them ?—with or without 
the two-guinea chest we should so much prefer to sell! him 
ourselves, but which is anathema maranatha when supplied 
by wholesale vendors, with dozens of travellers to pay. 
Would Mr. Upton have us put the clock back, and ask 
Parliament to pass a stringent measure of protection for 4 
profession having less than 3000 members in the British 
Islands? Would it not be well to face the fact that the 
country districts will cease to yield a fair living and & 
reasonable return to the veterinary graduate, for a youth 
spent in study, and the sacrifice of those pleasures within 
reach of others engaged in commercial pursuits ? Would 
not the study of finance, and of markets, and values, teach 
us that we are defying natural laws, or economic principles 
in building new colleges for the manufacture of articles m 
diminishing demand? We want no new schools. but the 
resignation of half of ow members, and a promise from the 
remaining moiety not to blight the prospects of oae more 
youth by introducing him to a decaying industry. This has 
to come as Punch and Mr. Upton prophecy, but it will come 
as things do to a conservative people, by the graduil ex 
tinction of those who refuse to see the obvious trend 0 
affairs. The example of Dame Partington and her mop 


should not be altogether lost on intelligent men. 
IcHaRop. 


ComMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED.—Messrs. J Da Cost, 
W. F. Widden, Bernard R. Poole, A. G. Bradbury. H. P- 
Armsby, E. Wallis Hoare, C. Cunningham, Arnold « bon. 
Dr. A. Gresswell. Col. J. A. Nunn. ‘‘ Country Practitoner. 
‘*Ichabod.’’ 


‘Home Docrortnc or by Harold Leeney: 
Macdonald & Martin, 6 Essex Street, Strand, w.c. Ry! 
8vo. cloth, 320 p.—7 of advts., 70 illustrations. 

Report on Health of Animals 1904, Dept. of Agri¢: Canada. 
Annual Report Transvaal Dept. of Agric., A rhiva Vawter. 
American Vety. Review, The Tewkesbury Register, The Cor 
Constitution, The Weekly Scotsman. 
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